Celebrate  Christian  homes! 


Moorestown,  N.J.  —  Jane  Wilson,  standing,  talks  with  a  din¬ 
ner  guest  while  her  husband,  Jeff,  cuts  and  serves  pizza.  The 
Wilsons  are  members  of  Emmanuel  Baptist  Church  of 
Moorestown,  N.J.  Living  their  gift  of  hospitality,  the  Wilsons 
exemplify  the  1991  Christian  Home  Emphinis  theme. 


"Families  Reaching  Families.”  Christian  Home  Emphasis, 
sponsored  by  the  Sunday  School  Board's  family  ministry 
department,  wilt  be  observed  from  Mother's  Day  In  May  to 
Father's  Day  in  June  in  many  churches.  (Photo  by  Jim 
Veneman.) 


“JF/ien’s  God  going  to  get  here?^^ 
child  asks  at  height  of  storm 

By  Tim  Nicholas 


On  the  evening  of  April  14,  the  con¬ 
gregation  at  Kokomo  Church  in 
Marion  County  was  singing  “Face  to 
Face  with  Christ  My  Savior,”  when 
strong  winds  blew  down  the  back 
doors,  broke  out  windows,  and  knock¬ 
ed  out  the  lights. 

In  the  first  moments  of. the  dark  a 
small  child  in  the  congregation  ask¬ 
ed  out  loud,  “When’s  God  going  to  get 
here?” 

Teresa  Nace,  wife  of  pastor  Glen 
Nace,  was  sitting  with  the  child  and 
explained  that  “Jesus  is  with  us  and 
taking  care  of  us  right  now”  and  that 
it  was  the  storm  that  made  the  lights 
go  out. 

The  winds,  along  with  small  tor¬ 
nadoes,  did  damage  in  both  Marion 


and  Walthall  counties.  At  Kokomo,  the 
church  lost  shingles,  doors,  and  win- 
dowpanes.  Emmanuel  Church  lost  its 
steeple  and  a  tree  pulled  electrical 
lines  away  from  the  building. 

According  to  Jim  Didlake,  disaster 
relief  on-site  coordinator  with  the 
state  Brotherhood  Department, 
volunteer  clean-up  teams  from  Pike 
and  Lawrence  counties  worked  in 
Marion  along  with  Marion  County's 
disaster  team.  Walthall  County’s 
disaster  team  did  clean-up  in 
Walthall. 

And  follow-up  teams  from  Jones 
and  Pearl  River  went  in  to  do  some 
roofing  and  repair  on  a  house.  Four 
members  of  the  state  disaster  relief 
team  went  to  do  repairs  to  homes. 
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Passengers  remember  sinking  of  the  Zamzam 


'V-OPHIEM,  Ill.  (BP)  —  i’-Be  calm, 
kiddies.  Remember  that  no  matter 
what  happens,  Jesus  loves  you  more 
than  mommy  and  daddy,”  Eleanor 
(Danielson)  Andersoif  recounted  her 
mother,  Lillian,  comforting  her  six 
children  as  the  Egyptian  steamer  on 
which  they  were  sailing  repeatedly 
came  under  fire  by  a  German  raider. 

April  17  will  commemorate  the  50th 
anniversary  of  the  sinking  of  the 
African-bound  passenger  ship  Zam¬ 
zam.  Four  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  one  child  were  among 
the  passengers. 

The  ship  carrying  201  passengers, 
including  144  missionaries  ai^  33 
children,  bound  for  their  mission 
fields  in  Africa,  was  attacked  by 
enemy  fire  in  the  South  Atlantic. 
Twenty  Protestant  denominations 
were  represented  among  the 
passengers.  Zamzam  was  about  1,450 
miles  from  its  destination,  Capetown, 
Africa. 

On  the  evening  of  March  20, 1941,  the 
group  of  missionaries  and  some 
refugees  met  in  New  York  and  board¬ 
ed  Zamzam  for  their  voyage  to  Africa. 
The  group  included  Africans, 
Americans,  Belgians,  Britons,  Cana¬ 
dians,  Czechoslavs,  Egyptians, 
French,  Greeks,  Jews,  Russians, 
Sudanese,  IVu'ks,  and  Yugoslavs. 

Because  the  ship  would  be  traveling 
through  unfriendly  territory  th^ 
wandered  through  the  South  Atlantic 
with  “black-out.”  Black-out,  a  ban 
issued  by  the  captain  of  the  ship,  W.G. 
Smith,  meant  at  night  no  lights  were 
allowed.  Not  even  the  flicker  of  a 
match  was  permitted  because  of  fear 
of  being  sighted  by  the  enemy. 

As  planned,  the  Zamzam  p<MTed  at 
Trini^  on  MaTch  30  and  Recife, 
South  America,  April  9  for  refueling 
and  relaxation. 

On  the  afternoon  of  April  14  the  ship 
suddenly  changed  course  and  turned 
back  toward  Swth  America.  ’Though 


Smith  told  passengers  not  to  be 
alarmed,  he  had  picked  up  a 
mysterious  message  over  the  radio  in¬ 
dicating  there  may  be  a  German 
raider  in  the  area,  a  term  for  a 
destroyer  during  World  War  II  in  the 
South  Atlantic. 

Later,  without  danger,  Zamzam  was 
able  to  get  back  on  course.  The  ship 
was  scheduled  to  reach  Capetown 
within  four  days. 

April  16  the  chief  officer,  Stanko 
Fiedel,  assured  passengers  once  mote 
they  were  out  of  danger.  There  were 
no  emergency  preparations  made. 
However,  many  erf  the  passengers  had 
carefully  placed  passports  and  other 
valuables  in  case  of  trouble. 

Panic  and  confusion  took  hold  of 
crew  members  early  on  the  morning 
of  April  17  in  the  sighting  of  a  near¬ 
ing  German  raider. 

At  5:30  a.m.  the  first  of  about  10 


heavy  calibre  she4s  hit  the  Zamzam, 
violently  shaking  it  and  awakening  its 
passengers  with  shock  and  terror. 

“As  I  reached  to  open  the  lounge 
door  to  enter,  I  saw  a  red  flash  com¬ 
ing  toward  me,”  wrote  Isabella  Mocae, 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  to 
Africa,  recounting  her  experience  in 
Hie  Commission  magazine.  Sept.  1941. 
“A  blasting  shot  forc^  me  to  fall  upon 
the  floor  ....  I  tried  to  crawl  to  the 
door  (toward  the  stairwell),”  she 
wrote  “Another  crash  and  I  was  at  the 
bottom  of  the  first  flight  of  steps. 
There  was  silence  everywhere,” 
Moore  said. 

Blasts  from  other  shells  echoed  the 
sounds  of  women  and  children 
screaming  and  the  moaning  from  the 
depths  of  the  aged  ship. 

Smith  surrendered  the  ship  after 
about  10  minutes  of  attack. 

Lifeboats  were  launched  into  the 


water.  One  lifeboat  was  destroyed  by 
a  shell  seconds  before  it  was  to  be  full 
of  Zamzam  passengers.  Some 
passen^rs  stumbled  as  they  fought  to 
get  on  life  iackets  and  find  a  lifeboat. 

The  lifeboat  Danielson  and  her 
children  were  assigned  to  capsized 
when  it  was  launched  into  the  water. 
Anderson  recalled  her  mother  calm¬ 
ly  guiding  and  consoling  her  six 
children,  Uie  oldest  11  years  old  and 
the  youngest  18  months,  as  they 
float^  near  the  capsized  lifeboat. 

“Keep  your  mouth  closed  kiddies 
and  remember  Jesus  loves  you  no 
matter  what  happens,”  her  mother 
instructed. 

Danielson  and  her  children  were  go¬ 
ing  to  Africa  to  be  with  her  husband 
who  was  a  Lutheran  missionary 
already  in  Africa.  Earlier  in  the 
spring  of  1941,  the  law  forbidding 
women  and  children  into  Africa  was 


Mama  taught  me  to  say  love  you’ 


Love  cannot  be  defined  by  words.  It  has  to  be  shown. 
My  mother  showed  me  the  meaning  of  love  Ity  her  ac¬ 
tions.  Her  “I  love  you”  or  “love  ya”  wasn’t  lip  service. 
It  was  heartfelt  and  lasting! 

I  can  never  forget  those  nights  when  the  temperatures 
would  dip  below  freezing,  and  I’d  be  awaken^  about  2 
a.m.  by  Mama  putting  extra  cover  on  my  bed.  The 
warmth  of  that  moment  still  warms  my  heart.  The 
physical  warmth  of  the  blanket  lasted  through  the  night, 
but  the  heart  warming  has  lasted  53  years. 

Then  I  think  of  the  times  around  the  table  when  we’d 
be  down  to  the  last  piece  of  pie.  I  watched  as  Mama  would 
claim  she  wasn’t  hungry,  and  she’d  let  tne  have  the  last 
piece.  The  pie  filled  me  for  a  few  hours,  but  her  sacrificial 
love  filled  my  heart  forever. 

How  many  times  have  I  been  getting  ready  for  church 
and  my  hose  would  spring  a  run?  Mama  would  quietly 
say,  “Here,  take  these,”  and  she’d  wear  the  pair  with  the 
run.  The  hose  have  long  decayed,  but  Mama’s  gesture 
lingers  on. 


By  Charlotte  Ray 


When. I’d  be  sick  Mama  would  come  with  that  awful 
spoonful  of  medicine.  My,  how  bitter  the  taste  would  be. 
But  then  she’d  tuck  me  in  bed  and  place  a  cool  wet  cloth 
on  my  head.  The  bitterness  of  the  medicine  has  passed, 
but  the  coolness  of  the  cloth  with  Mother’s  kind  and  gen¬ 
tle  hands  still  calms  my  body  and  soul. 

As  I  read  in  the  scripture  how  Jesus  said,“Inasmuch 
as  you  have  done  it  to  the  least  of  these,  you  have  done 
it  unto  me,”  I  can  now  underetand  how  physical  hunger 
and  thirst  can  be  relieved  by  the  love  of  Jesus  and  the 
sacrifices  he  made  for  us.  Mother's  sacrificial  love 
demonstrated  for  me  the  love  Jesus  has  for  me. 

If  I  am  to  reach  others  with  God's  love,  I  must  love  as 
much  as  Mama  loved  me.  Love  doesn’t  come  in  fancy 
packages  that  can  be  bought  with  money  or  credit  cards. 
Love  is  not  a  quick  “love  ya”  as  you  rush  out  the  door. 
Love  is  action.  Thank  God  for  Mother’s  love. 

Ray,  who  lives  at  Mantee,  is  a  Sunday  School  teacher 
at  Mantee  Church.  Her  mother,  for  whom  this  article  was 
written,  is  Alta  Moon  Henderson. 


rescinded,  allowing  the  family  to 
reunite. 

All  passengers  were  rescued  and 
taken  aboard  the  German  raider, 
Thmesis,  and  became  prisoners  of 
war  that  morning. 

All  captured  passengers  were 
transferred  to  another  German  ship, 
the  Dresden,  where  they  were  held  for 
33  days. 

The  Dresden  circled  in  the  South 
Atlantic  for  nine  days  before  moving 
north  toward  the  British  blockade 
(about  4  days  traveling  time). 

However,  at  the  time  the  prison  ship 
arrived  at  the  blockad^  British  war¬ 
ships  were  focusing  their  attentions  on 
the  Bismarck. 

May  20  the  ship  was  escorted  into 
the  harbor  of  Saint  Jean  de  Lutz,  in 
southern  France,  by  two  mine 
sweepers  and  a  destroyer.  Americans 
were  taken  to  Biarritz,  France  and  all 
others  were  taken  to  concentration 
camps.  - 

American  prisoners  were  herded  in¬ 
to  trains  and  transported  through  Por¬ 
tugal  before  finally  arriving  in  the 
United  States. 

Though  the  Zamzam  ended  up  on 
the  bottom  of  the  sea,  only  three  peo¬ 
ple  died.  Several  were  badly  woun^. 

“We  are  grateful  for  the  experiences 
through  which  we  passed  ....  Since 
leaving  we  have  traveled  with 
(several)  nationalities.  Among  every 
group,  someone  has  heard  from  us  the 
gospel.  Germans  heard!”  Moore 
wrote. 

Zamzam  passengers  traveled  18,(X)0 
miles  and  were  on  the  sea  73  da^. 

Survivors  and  their  families 
(descendants)  are  invited  to  a  reunion 
July  21, 1991  at  St.  Olaf  CoUege,  North- 
field,  Minn.  For  more  information, 
contact  Laurence  Danielson,  3750 
Emerson  Ave,  Boulder,  CO  80303. 
(303)  494-5323.  Course  map  and  reu¬ 
nion  information  available  upon  re¬ 
quest  from  Nashville  bureau  of  Bap¬ 
tist  Press. 


PAGE  2  BAPTIST  RECORD 


TTiiirsday,  May  9.  1991 


Editor’s  Notebook, 


:Guy  Henderson 


The  best  man  for  the  job 


'"IT'S  ELEVEN  O'CLOCK,  SUNDftV  MORNING*! 
PO  VOU  KNOW  WHERE  VOUR  CHURCH  IS?1 


Real  retirement 


The  Sunday  School  Board  Search 
Committee  has  a  mammoth  task  in 
selecting  a  leader  to  replace  Llt^d 
Elder.  I’m  sure  th^  hayp  received 
ample  suggestions  from  over  the  con¬ 
vention.  Presumably  they  will  meet, 
weigh  the  advantages  and  disadvan¬ 
tages,  and  make  tlwir  recommenda¬ 
tion. 

For  this  work  to  be  fair  and  effec¬ 
tive,  a  degree  of  confidentiality  is  a 
necessity.  It’s  hardly  the  best  policy 
when  a  name  is  “leaked”  to  the  press. 
In  April,  a  Nashville  newspaper 
published  a  story  indicating  former 
SBC  president  Jerry  Vines  recom¬ 
mended  Paige  Patterson,  head  of 
Criswell  Bible  College  in  Dallas.  Ray 
Waddle,  religious  editor  of  The  Ten¬ 
nessean,  obtained  a  copy  of  Vines’  let¬ 
ter  to  the  Search  Committee  recom¬ 
mending  Patterson. 

Obviously  someone  had  to  give 
Waddle  a  copy  of  the  letter,  and  this 
fact  begins  to  pose  a  problem.  Why 


Uncle  John  Fortenberry  was  95 
when  I  first  met  him.  He  was  a  huge 
man,  but  still  active.  He  plowed  his 
garden,  took  care  of  the  livestock  and 
mended  fences  in  his  spare  time.  He 
broke  every  law  in  “The  Longevity 
and  Health”  book,  was  a  nightmare 
for  nutritionists,  and  a  gastronomical 
miracle.  He  drank  milk  with  the 
cream  stirred  in  it,  ate  pork  and  fat 
meat,  and  cholesterol  was  not  yet 
invented. 

Sundays,  you  would  find  Bro.  John 
at  the  Swiety  Hill  Baptist  Church  in 
Jeff  Davis  County.  I  had  the  privilege 
of  pastoring  the  church  while  in 
seminary.  We  had  constructed  a  new 
church  building,  and  it  had  taken 
sacrificial  giving,  but  it  was  to  be 
dedicated  debt-free. 

One  week  before  dedication,  Bro. 
John  asked  me  if  we  would  have  new 
pews. 


would  someone  try  to  help  (or  hinder) 
the  candidacy  of  Paige  Patterson  by 
“leaking”  this  letter  for  early  release? 
Were  they  trying  to  stir  up  a  flap  bet¬ 
ween  fundamentalist/conservative 
and  moderate/conservative  groups? 
Was  it  a  testing  of  the  waters?  Is  there 
really  an  advantage  to  having  your 
name  mentioned  first  in  this  nomina¬ 
tion  process?  Perhaps  the  whole  thing 
was  an  accident  or  just  an  intentional 
mistake. 

Wayne  Dubose,  Shreveport  pastor 
and  Search  Committee  Chairman, 
has  confirmed  Patterson’s  nomina¬ 
tion,  but  refused  to  enlace  on  it  or  to 
list  any  of  the  other  nominees.  Patter¬ 
son  has  refused  to  comment  on 
whether  he  desires  to  head  up  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  Board,  or  even  agreed  to 
the  nomination.  Vines  has  (Glared 
Patterson  an  effective  administrator 
who  understands  publishing  and 
doesn’t  shy  away  from  controversy. 
He  is  also  one  of  the  self-styled  ar- 


A  fine  crop 

“Don’t  see  how,  Bro.  John.  The  peo¬ 
ple  have  nothing  left  to  give.” 

Then  he  said,  “Preacher,  we  can’t 
put  those  pews  in  that  new  church. 
They  were  built  before  the  war  (that 
was  the  War  Between  the  States, 
1861-65)  and  a  church  this  old  (it  was 
organized  in  1826)  deserves  new 
pews.” 

I  humored  the  old  fellow  by  appoint¬ 
ing  a  “pew  committee”  and  left  the 
next  day  for  seminary  classes.  I 
returned  Friday  ni^t.  The  pews  were 
bought,  deliverwl,  installed,  and  com¬ 
pletely  paid  for.  Bro.  John  and  the  fine 
folks  of  Society  Hill  sat  on  new  oak 
pews  that  Sunday,  and  Dr.  John 
Barnes,  convention  president,  preach¬ 
ed  the  dedication  sermon. 

Incidentally,  when  attending  the 
Agricultural  Museum  on  Lakeland 
Drive  in  Jackosn,  pay  close  attention 


chitects  of  the  fundamental/conser¬ 
vative  resurgence  of  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists.  He  is  acquainted  with  controver¬ 
sy  and  indeed  may  make  an  excellent 
administrator  for  the  1800  employees 
of  the  Sunday  School  Board.  However, 
it  may  be  b^t  to  downplay  the  con¬ 
troversy  and  spotlight  ability  and  in¬ 
tegrity  in  our  new  leader. 

The  Sunday  School  Board  relates  to 
more  of  our  churches  than  any  other 
agency.  While  Patterson  is  an  ade¬ 
quate  administrator,  he  is  also  en¬ 
tangled  with  political  elements  in  the 
controversy  that  would  cause  his 
selection  to  be  met  with  dismay. 

Dubose  and  his  Search  Committee 
are  “lo<^ing  for  the  best  man  for  the 
job.  We  are  sensitive”  he  said,  “to 
where  the  denomination  is  ri^t  now, 
but  we  also  want  to  exercise  real 
wisdom  in  our  search.” 

His  committee  needs  the  prayer 
support  of  the  convention  in  seeking 
to  exercise  this  wisdom. 


to  the  old  bam,  shop,,  etc.  They  were 
moved  to  Jackson  from  John 
Fortenberry’s  farm. 

Bra  John  and  Mrs.  Fortenberry  had 
13  children.  All  were  well-educated, 
and  served  in  responsible  positions. 
One  daughter,  Oneida,  taught  school 
all  her  career  and  faithfully  cor¬ 
responded  with  u^  during  the  20  years 
we  were  on  the  mission  field.  I  went 
by  the  hospital  to  see  her  last  week. 
She  is  now  97  and  weighs  a  bit  more 
than  60  pounds.  Still  her  smile  and 
warmth  shines  through.  She  blessed 
hundreds  of  students  in  public  schools 
and  in  Sunday  School  across  those 
span  of  years.  She  was  a  credit  to  the 
teaching  profession.  In  fact,  I  thought 
of  the  whole  Fortenberry  clan  and 
knew  how  Bro.  John  would  express  it; 
“Yep.  I  had  a  mighty  fine  crop.”  n 

I  believe  you,  Bro.  John,  and  I’m 
sorry  I  doubted  you  about  those  pews. 


A.  Estus  Mason  has  pastored 
churches  for  more  than  50  years,  the 
last  24  years  at  First,  Crystal  S[H*in^, 
where  he  retired  in  1979.  Since  “retir¬ 
ing,”  he  has  had  17  interim  positions 
in  Mississippi  and  on  the  side,  serv¬ 
ed  as  interim  pastor  in  Arizona, 
Washington,  Michigan,  and  Norway. 

In  between,  he  has  had  heart 
s^ery  and  served  as  area  coor¬ 
dinator  for  the  Mission  Service  Corps 
and  with  the  Mississippi  Brotherhood 
Department.  His  tireless  ministry  of 
preaching,  visitation,  teaching,  and 
counseling  continue. 

Estus  and  (Jertrude  Mason  will 
have  been  married  55  years  in  June. 
Their  daughter,  Sara  Barnes,  says, 
“lb  their  children,  grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren,  and  to  anyone 


else  who  knows  them,  their  love  for 
each  other  shines  as  a  beacon  in  a 
dark  world  of  selfishness  and  hurt. 
Through  their  lives,  we  are  able  to 
have  a  better  understanding  of  Jesus, 
the  Bridegroom,  and  his  love  for  his 
bride,  the  church.” 

Paulette  May,  former  member  at 
Crystal  Springs,  says,  “He  has  given 
a  new  meaning  to  the  word  ‘retire¬ 
ment.’  ”  Brotherhood  director  Paul 
Harrell  declares  that  Mason  has 
made  the  difference  in  having  a  viable 
Mission  Service  Corps  in  our  state  and 
not  having  one. 

This  week,  the  Baptist  Record 
salutes  Elstus  and  Gertrude  Masmi  for 
55  years  of  integrity,  faithfulness,  and 
Christian  service.  —  G.H. 


Land  testifies  in  D.C.  on  Nat’l  Endowment  for  Arts 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Richard  D. 
Land,  executive  director  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Christian  Life  Com¬ 
mission,  told  a  congressional  subcom¬ 
mittee  it  must  act  to  reform  the  Na¬ 
tional  Endowment  for  the  Arts 
“before  the  outrage  escalates  to  the 
point  that  you  will  be  forced  to  abolish 

The  Christian  Life  Commission 
would  prefer  the  NEA  be  reformed 
rather  than  abolished,  thereby  salvag¬ 
ing  the  endowment’s  proitive  con¬ 
tributions,  said  Land,  testifying  April 
18  before  the  Interior  Subcommittee 
of  the  House  Committee  on 
Appropriations. 

Reform  should  include  congres¬ 
sional  standards  that  limit  what  the 
NEA  can  fund  and  President  Bush’s 


replacement  of  John  Frohnmayer  as 
chairman  with  a  person  who  is  “sen¬ 
sitive  to  the  concerns  of  millions  of 
evangelical  Christians”  and  other 
concerned  citizens,  Land  said.  He  told 
the  subcommittee  the  CLC’s  most  re¬ 
cent  request  for  the  president  to 
remove  Frohnmaver  came  March  4 

Southern  Baptists  and  other 
evangelicals  have  been  “extraor¬ 
dinarily  patient”  during  the  continu¬ 
ing  revelation  over  the  last  two  years 
of  NEA  grants  for  “pornographic, 
sacrilegious,  offensive  and  indecent 
‘art,’  ”  Land  said. 

“While  we  have  been  patient,  there 
is  a  time  for  good  manners  to  cease,” 
Land  said.  ‘That  time  has  come.  Our 
patience  is  at  an  end.  Unless  (Congress 
and  the  Bush  administration  reform 


By  Tom  Strode 

the  NEA,  we  will  be  forced  to  join  the 
chorus  of  outraged  Americans  who 
have  said,  “Enough  is  enough! 
Abolish  the  NEA.” 

Land  was  among  five  witnesses  who 
criticized  the  endowment’s  funding 
practices.  The  other  four  critics,  in¬ 
cluding  Phyllis  Schlafly  of  Eagle 
Forum  and  Beverly  LaHaye  of  Con¬ 
cerned  Women  for  America,  called  for 
abolition  of  the  NEA. 

Among  the  recent  examples  of  NEA 
“abuses,”  Land  said,  are: 

—  A  $12,(X)0  grant  made  this  year  to 
Frameline  to  support  the  1991  San 
Francisco  International  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Film  Festival; 

—  A  $25,0(X)  grant  for  “Poison,”  a 
new  movie  that  includes  scenes  of 


homosexual  intercourse  and  rape, 
made  in  1990.  Ibdd  Haynes,  a  profess¬ 
ing  homosexual  who  wrote  and 
directed  the  film,  told  The  Indepen¬ 
dent,  a  London  newspaper,  that 
“Poison,”  includes  “humiliation, 
abuse,  unabashed  homoeroticism, 
and  a  certain  level  of  what  I  suppose 
you’d  call  masochism,”  Land  said; 

—  A  $15,000  grant  for  “No  Trace  of 
the  Blonde,”  a  stage  performance  to 
be  written  by  Holly  Hughes,  who 
describes  herself  as  an  “openly  les¬ 
bian  performance  artist,”  made  in 
1991.  Hughes  told  Baptist  Press  in  an 
earlier  interview  she  planned  to  use 
the  grant  to  discuss  lesbian  themes. 
The  grant  also  “may  violate  the  First 
Amendment  since  it  uses  federal 


funds  to  promote  the  religion  of 
Santeria  and  voodoo,”  Land  said. 
Santeria  is  an  Afro-Cuban  cult  that  in¬ 
cludes  animal  sacrifice  in  its  rituals. 

The  decency  provision  in  the  1990 
congressional  reauthorization  of  NEA 
fun&ng  was  a  failure,  Land  said. 

After  one  critic’s  testimony.  Rep. 
Bill  Lowrey,  R.-Calif.,  said  he  is  “not 
sure  that  Congress  has  found”  an  ap¬ 
propriate  way  to  deal  with  the  abuses 
of  the  NEA. 

The  NEA  needs  to  “exercise  some 
judgment.  That  doesn’t  mean  censor¬ 
ship  or  content  restriction.  It  means 
judgment,”  added  Rep.  Norman 
Dicks,  D.  Wash. 

Strode  is  director,  media  and  news 
information,  Washington  office,  CLC. 
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Four  professors  leave 
Southern  Seminary 


Brotherhood  Commission 
approves  new  magazine 

By  Dave  Parker 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  -  Four 
professors  at  Southern  Seminary  have 
announced  plans  to  leave  Southern  to 
assume  teaching  duties  at  other 
schools. 

Professors  vacating  positions  are: 

—  R.  Alan  Culpepper,  James 
Buchanan  Harrison  professor  of  New 
Testament  interpretation,  who  will 
teach  at  Baylor  University  in  Mfeico, 
Texas. 

Culpepper  will  be  a  visiting  pro¬ 
fessor  during  the  1991-92  academic 
year  and  will  become  a  full  member 
of  the  Baylor  faculty  the  following 
year.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
Southern’s  faculty  since  1974. 

—  Andrew  D.  Lester,  professor  of 
psychology  of  religion,  who  will  join 
the  faculty  of  Brite  Divinity  School  at 
Tbxas  (Christian  University  in  Fort 
Worth,  Texas. 

—  Harry  Lee  (Hal)  Poe,  assistant 
professor  of  evangelism  since  1988, 
who  has  been  named  associate  pro¬ 
fessor  of  evangelism  and  associate 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Cooperative 
Program  unified  budget  gifts  receiv¬ 
ed  by  the  SBC  Executive  Committee 
for  April  exceeded  those  of  a  year  ago 
but  by  less  than  a  percentage  point. 


Gifts  received  for  the  Cooperative 
Program  for  April  were  $11,756,419 
compared  to  $11,667,118  last  year,,  a  .77 


Farrell  Blankenship 


Farmll  Blankenship,  director  for  ACTS 
in  Mississippi  and  director  of  Broadcast 
Services  Division,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  accepts  the  award  for 
the  Best  Event  Coverage  Special  for  "That 
They  All  May  Be  One”  at  the  Sixth  Annual 
ACTTS  Awards  in  Ft.  Worth,  Texas. 
Blankenship  produced  the  program  to  air 
on  ACTS  affiliates  throughout  the  state, 
showing  highlights  of  the  annual 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 


dean  for  academic  affairs  at  Bethel 
Theological  Seminary,  a  Baptist 
General  Conference  supported  school 
in  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

—Karen  Smith,  assistant  professor 
of  church  history  since  1987,  who  will 
join  the  faculty  of  South  Wales  Bap¬ 
tist  College  and  the  University  of 
Wales,  both  in  Cardiff. 

Lester  and  Smith  said  their  deci¬ 
sions  to  resign  were  based  primarily 
on  the  ongoing  controversy  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  its 
subsequent  impact  on  the  seminary. 
Both  expressed  concern  the  seminary 
would  become  too  rigidly 
conservative. 

Culpepper,  who  is  associate  dean  of 
Southern’s  ^hool  of  Theology,  said 
concern  over  the  conservative  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  seminary  played  a  part  in 
his  decision  to  leave.  In  addition,  he 
said  his  position  at  Baylor  will  allow 
him  an  opportunity  to  move  away 
from  administrative  duties  and  con- 


percent  increase.  Seven  months  into 
the  SBC  budget  year  the  CP  totals  are 
$83,299,773  compared  to  the  same 
period  a  year  ago  of  $82,539,644,  a  .92 
percent  increase. 

The  1990-91  basic  operating  budget 
need  for  .-reven  months  is  $80,110,639. 

Designated  gifts  for  the  month. 


Steve  Guidry 


Stave  Guidry,  manager  for  ACTS-23  of 
Jackson,  accepts  the  award  for  the  Best 
Commercial  for  "Dallas  Printing”  at  the 
Sixth  Annual  ACTS  Awards,  April  25  in  Ft. 
Worth,  Texas. 


centrate  more  on  teaching,  research, 
and  writing.  An  attractive  salary  and 
benefit  package  was  another  factor  in 
his  decision,  he  added,  noting 
Southern  professors  have  been 
granted  minimal  salary  increases  in 
recent  years. 

Culpepper  was  granted  a  two-year 
leave  of  absence  by  Southern. 

Poe  said  his  decision  to  resign  was 
based  on  a  strong  sense  of  call  to 
Bethel  and  the  ministry  opportunities 
available  there.  His  loyalty  to  the  SBC 
and  the  seminary  made  his  decision 
to  leave  in  the  midst  of  controversy 
difficult,  he  said. 

Theology  Dean  Larry  McSwain  said 
he  regrets  the  seminary  is  losing  the 
four  professors  whom  he  describe  as 
persons  of  “exceptional  quality”  who 
have  made  “superb  contributions.” 

‘The  number  of  people  who  are 
leaving  is  not  unusual  given  the 
typical  cycle”  of  professors  coming 
and  going,  he  said. 


however,  trailed  slightly  the  previous 
month  and  year.  April’s  designated 
total  was  $9,254,213  compared  to  April 
1990,  of  $9,335,072,  a  .87  percent 
decrease  Tbtal  for  the  month,  in¬ 
cluding  CP  and  designated  gifts,  was 
$21,010,632  compared  to  $21,002,190  for 
1990. 

Baptist  World  Aid 
sends  initial 
$15,000  to  Bangladesh 

Baptist  World  Aid  has  responded  to 
the  recent  cyclone  in  Bangladesh  and 
sent  an  initial  donation  of  $15,000  to 
three  Baptist  groups.  BWAid  has  also 
launched  a  special  BANGLADESH 
CYCLONE  appeal  to  provide  continu¬ 
ing  support. 

The  Bangladesh  Baptist  Sangha. 
Bangladesh  Baptist  Fellowship,  and 
the  Garo  Baptist  Convention  have  all 
been  actively  involved  in  relief  efforts 
following  previous  cyclones. 

“We  know  that  the  Baptists  of 
Bangladesh  will  already  be  working 
to  provide  relief,”  said  BWAid  direc¬ 
tor,  Paul  Montacute.  “This  initial 
response  will  again  show  to  them  that 
the  worldwide  Baptist  community 
cares  for  the  people  of  Bangladesh.” 

The  last  serious  cyclone  to  hit 
Bangladesh  was  in  1988.  Relief  and 
Development  work  to  overcome  that 
disaster  has  now  been  overtaken  by 
the  latest  tragedy.  BWAid  already  has 
a  funding  goal  of  $75,(X)0  to  support  the 
Bangladesh  Baptist  Fellowship  in 
funding  a  $150,(X)0  rehabilitation  pro¬ 
ject  from  the  1988  Cyclone.  “We  r^ret 
that  no  funding  has  yet  been  receiv¬ 
ed,  and  I  fear  that  donor  fatigue  is  set¬ 
ting  in,”  said  Montacute. 

Baptist  World  Aid  is  a  service  of  the 
Baptist  World  Alliance,  6733  Curran 
St.,  McLean,  VA  22101-6005. 


MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  (BP)  -  A  new 
military  magazine  for  enlisted  per¬ 
sonnel  was  approved  at  the  April  26-27 
meeting  of  the  Brotherhood  Commis¬ 
sion  board  of  trustees  held  in 
Memphis. 

The  board  also  approved  a  state¬ 
ment  on  political  activity,  dedicated 
a  new  center  for  global  studies,  and 
announced  the  beginning  of  a  relief  ef¬ 
fort  to  help  Kurds  in  southern  Turkey. 
Selection  of  a  new  president  was 
delayed  until  June  5. 

Full  Armor,  a  magazine  geared  to 
reach  enlisted  people  serving  in  the 
military,  was  unveiled  in  the  meeting. 
The  prototype  for  the  magazine  con¬ 
tains  64  pages  of  material  for  and 
about  military  personnel. 

The  proposed  budget  for  the 
magazine  is  $183,000,  all  to  paid  by 
projected  subscriptions,  there  are 
300,000  Baptists  in  the  military,  and 
the  magazine  will  break  even  if  10,500 
of  them  subscribe. 

At  last  year’s  SBC  meeting,  Texas 
messenger  Cactus  J.  Cagle  introduc¬ 
ed  a  motion  asking  ail  agencies,  in¬ 
stitutions,  commissions,  boards,  and 
other  entities  in  the  SBC  determine  if 
any  of  its  personnel  engaged  in 
political  activity  regarding  the  con¬ 
vention  controversy. 

“I  want  to  go  on  record  on  this  mat¬ 
ter,”  Brotherhood  President  James  H. 
Smith  said.  “One  thing  we  have  at¬ 
tempted  to  do,  and  succeeded  in  do¬ 
ing,  is  keeping  our  trustees  and  per¬ 
sonnel  out  of  this  haggling.  We  have 
the  responsibility  to  attempt  to  serve 
the  needs  of  all  Southern  Baptists  and 
their  agencies.” 

Trustee  Walter  Barnes  of  Alabama 
said  the  commission  should  not  have 
to  spend  its  time  and  resources  on 
such  issues. 

“I’m  highly  ticked  by  the  procedure 
whereby  one  person  can  raise  the 
question  and  waste  the  time  of  all  the 
trustees,”  Barnes  said.  Trustees 
should  not  have  to  respond  to 
“something  that  has  no  official  ac- 


Gifts  through  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  in  April  by  Mississippi  Baptist 
churches  totaled  $1,998,975.35,  accord¬ 
ing  to  an  announcement  by  Bill 
Causey,  executive  director-treasurer 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board.  This  is  $549,944.56  more  than 
that  given  in  April  of  1990. 

Tital  giving  in  1991  to  the  unified 
budget  program  by  the  nearly  2,000 
churches  in  the  state  is  $7,304,896.  This 
exceeds  giving  for  the  same  period  of 
1990  by  $507,531. 

The  1991  Cooperative  Program 
budget  for  1991  is  $20,949,%2.  The 
budget  h^s  provide  church  leader 
training,  Christian  higher  education, 
child  care,  and  benevolence  in 


tion,”  he  said.  ’ 

Trustees  unanimously  approved 
Smith’s  statement  on  political 
activity. 

The  McCall  Center  for  Global 
Studies  was  dedicated  as  a  learning 
center,  a  training  center  and  ex¬ 
perimentation  center  to  further  mis-’ 
sions  education.  It  contains  12  acres, 
a  3,350-square-feet  main  house  and 
several  smaller  structures. 

It  is  the  former  home  of  Judge  and 
Mrs.  John  W.  McCall.  McCall  was 
chairman  of  the  Brotherhood  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee  when  it  moved  to 
Memphis.  His  daughter  and  son-in- 
law,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Bethea  Sr., 
were  foreign  missionaries  and  his  son, 
Duke  McCall,  was  president  of 
Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky. 
Three  grandchildren  are  presently 
foreign  missionaries. 

Earlier,  trustees  approved  three 
memorials  for  the  pro^rty :  the  (Jod- 
frey  Cottage,  in  memory  of  Norman 
and  Nancy  Godfrey;  the  Lynda 
Bethea  Memorial  Gai^en;  and  the 
James  H.  Smith  Prayer  Room. 
Bethea,  missionary  to  Kenya  and  wife 
of  Ralph  Bethea  Jr,  was  killed  by  rob¬ 
bers  in  April. 

In  other  action,  trustees  : 

—  Heard  a  report  a  man  has  been 
offered  the  job  as  Brotherhood  Com¬ 
mission  president,  but  he  will  not 
make  a  decision  for  two  to  four  weeks. 

—  Approved  a  $4,159,182  budget.  Of 
the  total,  $994,685  comes  from  the 
Cooperative  Program  and  the  rest 
from  sales  of  periodicals,  merchan¬ 
dise,  and  registration  fees. 

—  Heard  a  report  that  response  to 
last  year’s  World  Changers  pilot  pro¬ 
ject  was  overwhelming,  so  this  year 
there  will  be  six  projects,  with  1,600 
people  already  pre-registered. 

—  Approved  a  plan  to  eliminate  at- 
large  members  from  the  board  of 
trustees. 

Parker  is  assistant  editor, 
Oklahoma  BAPTIST  MESSENGER. 


Mississippi  and  around  the  world. 

The  pro  rata  budget  for  the  first 
third  of  1991  would  be  $6,983,321,  plac¬ 
ing  actual  income  at  $321,575  more 
than  that  figure. 

Causey  said  that  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists’  per  capita  missions  giving  lea^ 
all  other  states  in  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention.  “1  cah’t  praise  in¬ 
dividual  Mississippi  Baptists  and  the 
churches  enough  for  their  growing 
response  to  the  challenge  of  a  lost 
world,”  Causey  said,  adding, 
“Sacrificial  giving  is  surely  an  in¬ 
tegral  and  essential  ingredient  in 
‘helping  to  bring  Mississippi  and  the 
world  to  Jesus  ’  ” 


Flood  waters  in  Delta 
activate  disaster  relief 

Flood  waters  in  the  Delta  and  north  Mississippi  have  activated  the  Disaster 
Relief  Van  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  The  relief  team  has 
enoi^  crew  members  to  stay  through  Thursday.  The  van  served  1,616  meals 
the  first  day.  The  Disaster  Retef  Van  is  parked  in  front  of  First  Churcl:^  Marks, 
and  is  assisting  in  food  suf^ies.  In  the  crew’s  spare  time,  tb^r  are  filling  sand 
bags.  This  report  was  called  in  by  Tim  Nicholas,  director,  Offlce  of  Com¬ 
munications,  MBCB. 


April’s  CP  receipts  exceed  last  year 


Mississippi  April  1991 
gifts  exceed  April  1990 
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Bus/RV  Southeastern  faculty 

parking  available  ^ffirms  articles  of  faith' 


in  Atlanta 


WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (BP)  —  The  student  motion  was  proposed 
Southeastern  Seminary  faculty  has  by  David  Mansberger,  outgoing  coun¬ 
voted  to  affirm  the  school’s  articles  of  cil  president,  but  the  vote  was  12-12 
faith,  prompting  seminary  President  which  killed  the  motion. 

Lewis  A.  Drummond  to  classify  it  as  The  faculty  statement  contained 
a  “first  positive  move  .  . .  seven  points:  an  affirmation  of  “our 

In  a  relat^  matter,  a  joint  meeting  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
of  incoming  and  outgoing  officers  of  scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
Southeastern’s  student  council  Testaments  were  given  by  the  inspira- 
deadlocked  on  a  motion  to  support  the  tion  of  God ;  “our  loyalty  to  the  church- 
faculty  statement.  es  of  which  we  are  members 

Vice  President  of  Academic  Affairs  “our  historic  relationship  to  the 
and  Dean  of  the  Faculty  L.  Russ  Bush  Southern  Baptist  Convention;’’  the 
said  other  important  steps  still  need  statement  of  purpose  of  Southeastern 
to  be  taken.  Seminary ;  the  Articles  of  Faith  of  the 

“I  want  to  affirm  the  faculty  for  its  seminary;  and  the  “criteria  of  ac- 
initiative  Confidence  is  a  fragile  com-  creditation  of  the  Association  of 
modify  ...  I  hope*we  will  be  able  to  Theological  Schools  and  the  Southern 
point  to  this  faculty  action  as  the  ear-  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools.” 
ly  rays  of  a  new  day  at  Southeastern,” 

said  Bush,  a  Mississippian.  - 

The  faculty’s  statement  was  a 

response  to  the  concerns  Drummond  Volunteers  involved  with  Baptist 
expressed  to  the  seminary’s  tnist^  work  in  1988  topped  10,000  for  the  first 
in  March  about  the  theological  in-  time.  Of  these  1,175  were  located 
tegrity  of  the  seminary.  overseas  for  secular  employment/ 

business/study. 


?■  Iwtam  •  Dxrdl E  Thomsen  •  DmlGeai^  •  Danl^ne  •  Oar 
1  VWIiams  •  George  Hemingway  •  Bart  Physioc  •  Eddie 
^Erringer  •  .Mien  Kovach  •  John  Cook  •  Richard  Green  •  .Man 
•  SiEien  Thomion  •  Qurie  Viicer  •  Thomas  heaon  •  lany 
Metcalf  *  John  .Atkins  *  WUiam  I'ndeiwmd  *  Doug  Bravn  •  Jerry 
Q  Mike  Green  •  Jim  Jones  •  Robert  Powers  •  Joel 
1  •  Dm  Bedsole  •  Thomas  Day  •  Tbmitiy  .Maikwe  •  Ben 
us  .Shepard  •  Lance  Sneaih  *  Gordon  Oglesby  •  James 
iw  •  Jkn  Duke  •  Randy  Holmes  •  Je£  Bnms  •  P  Dudey 
leun  •  JinanySmiit  •  AnDalor  •  Danny. Agee  •  Kenneth 
•  Leonard  Lee  •  Lemuel  F.  Sliade  •  Jay  Breland  •  Gd 
Mtdbid  *  FraiddAawis  •  RonEwell  *  vinjunes  •  James 

mi 

Ill  w  Clayton  Hoftnan  •  Jerry 

Catmidiael  •  Ridiatd 


Hiilland^^  ^  A  - 

Graham  •  iSSfcPWii!^  Mark  Zerger  ■ 

Lytle  •  James  Die  •  Tfeny  Ihteide  •  Jim  Gu 
Stalhnyp  *  Dan  Harrisoo  *  Joel  Harris  *  Tht 
King  •  Sie^  Colwel  •  Joe  Com  *  Stanley  Hat 
Neal  •  JamesSphey  •  BenSahnero  •  Ihherjo 
Cook  •  Charles  ^pson  •  Henry  Peterson 
Sthddand  •  DatidKodt  •  Dehner.Alen  •  Jamt 
Thomas  •  .Matkjankoski  • 

Lonnie  Byrd  •  Larry  While  aJvUUM 
Wilcox  *  William  CofiTt'A  HTT 
Caron  •  Danny  tJOlUlC  11 
Cook,*  John  D  B^  *  David  Laird 
McCanv  •  Carhon  Fisher  •  Ebb  iJVl 

OpCTatioi 

Raymond  Eimis  •  Coyse  McLemore  •  Johnnk 
Ihcker  •  Ronald  Mailow  •  Henry  Whlker  * 

Ailsiock  •  Robert  Diylor  •  James  Street  • 

Brawn  •  John  Meadors  •  Scott  H.  Jensen  • 
hrmeroy  •  Thomas  Everen  •  Ibm  Eldreih  •  Ibd  Buining  •  Dm  WUiams 
Stulls  *  Garland  Whlker  *  Mike  Langston  *  Ralph  Gibson  *  Bill  Steele  * 
feith  •  Tierian  Cash  •  Hooseveh  Brown  •  JD.  Wbadick  •  Debra  McGuire 
Dint  •  FradtReuier  •  limMeisJc  •  GaiyWhison  •  Oiariesliisder  •  BiB 
McManus  •  Jerry  Shiriey  •  Thomas  WMson  •  FtanMin  Johnson  •  Kim  Evans 
Newhouse  •  James  Pi^n  •  Fred  dark  •  Ron  Howard  •  Charles  BaWwii 
Landham  •  Cherri  Wheeler  •  WItliam  Ibguchi  •  Joe  McGugan  •  Steward 
Arnold  •  Dwifda  Michel  •  Karen  Brandon  •  Brent  Causey  •  WObert  Harre 
Isbell  •  Carol  Mitchell  •  Dan  Robinson  •  Tbm  Kilgore’ •  Richard  S 
McConn#tny  •  Donlhrasher  •  DenisWhlBker  •  WlgneSnUh  •  JamesWI 
Dne  •  Dwd  FBk  •  Michael  Coggins  •  B1  Pox  •  Wllni  Sokolis  •  Don  H 

PM^  •  Mite  Robinson  •  Wliam  Bragdon 'James  Rose  •  Rachel  Cog^  •  Wl 


Mountain  Park,  east  of  Atlanta,  and 
ride  ttie  MARTA  bus  access/rapid  rail 
to  get  to  the  Center.  Also  available  are 
campsites  near  Six  Flags, 

McDonough  (south),  Austell  (west), 
and  Kennesaw/Marietta  (north). 

North  Georgia  Campers  on  Mission 
has  made  arrangements  with  a 
number  of  Baptist  churches  in  the 
Atlanta  metro  area  for  any  group  at¬ 
tending  the  SBC  to  park  RVs  in  church 
parking  lots.  Most  churches  are  offer¬ 
ing  electrical  hook-ups  but  some  offer 
just  parking  for  fully  self-contained 
units. 

For  more  information  on  church 
sites,  call  George  Hugger  at  (404) 

978-1328  or  write  him  at  2382  Junes 
Court,  Snellville,  GA  30278.  Churches 
have  requested  no  arrivals  before 
mid-aftemoon  on  the  Simday  before 
the  convention. 

During  the  convention  sessions 
there  will  be  a  secure  lot  available  at 
the  Atlanta  Fulton  County  Stadium 
reserved  for  local  SBC  volunteers, 

buses,  and  RVs.  However,  bus  and  RV  . - „ 

passengers  should  be  dropped  off  at  and  teaching,  have  been  selected  1991 
the  WCC  and  the  driver  only  proceed  Distinguished  Alumni  by  the 
to  the  special  lot.  A  shuttle  be  pro-  Louisville,  Ky.,  school. 

Added  to  the  WCC  for  those  drivers  and  Southern  Baptist  honorees  are  Paul 

volunteers.  R.  Adkins,  vice  president  of  toe 

_  •  ministry  section  for  the  Home  Mission 

There  is  no  ^rmght  RV  .  ^ouis  0.  BaU,  chair- 

toe  area  near  toe  WCC  althou^  tl»re  department  of  music  at 

are  s^e  public  parking  lote  for  ^  Careon-Newman  College  in  Jefferson 
use  Parkmg  near  the  WCC^  limited  Sydney  L.  Goldfinch, 

and  relatiA^y  expensive  The  Stone  southero  Baptist  missionary 

Mowtam  I^rk  ^  on  a  Tirst  com^  and  retired  pastor  of  First  Church, 

first  served  basis,  ^d  officials  and  Walnut  Cov^  N.C.;  and  John  G. 

IS  per  night.  Th^  is  a  $5  f^  McCall,  head  of  the  religion  and 
each  time  you  leave  and  re-enter  the  philosophy  department  at  Mississip- 
P^^^'  pi  College  in  Clinton  and  pastor 

Other  campsites  available  in  the  emeritus  of  First  Church,  Vicksburg, 
metro  area  are:  Arrowhead  Camp-  Miss. 

sites,  near  Six  Flags,  (404)  948-7302,  The  four  will  be  honored  at  the 
$21.53  per  ni^t,  $3  each  additional  seminary’s  annual  Alumni  and 
person;  KOA  South,  McDonough,  Friends  reunion  in  Atlanta  June  5  dur¬ 
st  Suite  750,  (404)  957-2610,  $19  per  night,  $2  each  ing  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

37203,  Attention:  additional  person;  KOA  West,  Austell,  The  seminary  has  also  selected  an 

olutions.  (404)  427-2406,  $20.50  per  night,  $2  each  American  Baptist  graduate,  L.  Ed- 

pastor  of  First  additional  person;  KOA  North,  Ken-  ward  Dwsey,  senior  mmister  of  First 

Hiss.,  is  a  member  nesaw/Marietta,  (404)  427-2406,  $19  Church,  Anderson,  Ind.,  as  a  1991 

Committee.  per  night,  $2  each  additional  person.  Distinguished  Alumnus. 


WANTED:  CHURCH  PEWS/fan- 
style  auditorium.  Hollis  Grice,  1424 
Morson  Road,  Jackson  39209 
(601)922-2002. 


Mississippi  chaplains  listed  in  the  above  illustration  are  John  (^k,  Cofleeville; 
Tim  WiHiams,  Columbus;  and  Jimmy  Smith,  Plantersville.  Sixty-one  from  the  state 
have  been  endorsed  by  the  SBC  Chaplains  Commission  as  eligible  to  serve  as 
chaplains,  according  to  Dick  Brogan,  consultant,  Cooperative  Missions  department, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Comrention  Board. 


FOR  SALE:  26  twelve  foot  pine 
church  PEWS.  Tan  vinyl  fabric 
over  two  inch  foam.  Available 
before  August  1.  New  sanctuary 
almost  complete.  Contact  Harvey 
Overstreet  (601)262-7188  or  283-1618 
and  leave  message. 


Resolutions  needed 


STERLING  OPPORTUNITY: 
Pastor  on  sabbatical  needs  pro¬ 
gressive  leaders  now  to  train  and 
manage  others  in  dynamic  young 
Your  hours.  (305) 


company. 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  693-4451. 


For  $25  see  the  GREAT  PASSION 
PLAY  and  stay  at  Keller’s  Country 
Dorm  Resort  for  groups  of  12-160, 
in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  Air- 
conditioned  kMging,  sAvimming,  $9 
tickets,  cheeseburger  cookout, 
dessert  and  breakfast  —  all  includ¬ 
ed!  Call  501/253-8418  today! 


Credentials,  Tellers  committees 


man  names 


FOR  SALE:  16  ft.  long  x  6  ft.  wide 
Polar  Craft  aluminum  flat  bottom 
BOAT;  Mercury  Marine  500, 50  to. 
MO’TOR;  Moody  TRAILER. 
$1,806.00.  Central  Hills  Retreat, 
Box  723,  Kosciusko,  MS  39090-0723; 
(601)289-9730. 


Beach,  Fla.,  Erneat  Elasley,  minister  from  Cen¬ 
tral  Church.  Jacksonville,  Texas;  Charles  A. 
Herbal  Jr,  layperaon.  First  Church,  Durham. 
N.C.;  Donald  Vance  Laaley,  minister  from  First 
Chu^,  Damascus,  Va.;  F.  Murray  Mathit. 
minister  from  Third  Church,  Murfreetbivxx  Ttam. ; 
Waites  P.  McLeod,  minister  from  Immanuel 
Church,  North  Augusta.  S.C.;  David  K.  Newberry, 
minister  from  First  Church,  Crossett,  Ark. ;  Omar 
Pachecano,  minister  from  Eastside  Church.  ED 
Paso,  Texas;  Doug  Pilot,  minister  from  AVyoming 
Church,  West  Pittston,  Pa. ; 

Bill  Prince,  layperson  from  Abilene  Church, 
Martinez,  Ga.;  lindy  Reed,  minister  from  Birch- 
man  Chinch,  Independence,  Mo.;  Jim  Reimer. 
minister  from  Second  Church,  Spiii^eld,  Ma; 
PhUlip  Simmons,  minister  from  N.  Richland  Hills 
Church,  Fort  Worth,  lOxas;  Bobby  G.  Swanner, 
layperson  from  First  Church,  W.  Monroe,  La.; 
Mark  lUbert,  minister  from  S.  Highland  Church, 
Little  Rock,  Ark. ;  Gary  ItaUiver,  minister  from 
Oak  Tree  Community  Church,  Hmel,  Calif. ;  1M 
Traylor,  minister  from  Ohve  Church.  Penucola. 
Fie.;  and  Mary  Jo  Troughton,  layperson  from 
AWestside  Church,  Lenexa,  Kan. 

Chapman  also  named  Harvey  Collier,  layperson 
from  First  Church,  Albuquerque.  N.M.,  to  serve 
on  the  Conunittee  on  Committees,  replacing  Jean 
Martin  of  Albuquerque  Because  of  illness  in  her 
family,  Martin  will  not  be  able  to  serve  on  the 
committee. 


Kan.; 

Ri^  Ray,  minister  from  First  Church,  Moore, 
Okla.;  Charles  Redman,  minister  from 'First 

Church,  Pasadena.  Ihxas;  Sandy  Sandlin,  minister 

from  First  Church,  BMumont,  Ihxas;  Doug 
Surber,  minister  from  Miami  Shores  Church. 
Dayton,  Ohio;  Dennis  Swanberg,  minister  from 
First  Church,  W.  Monroe,  La.;  Maxine  Thtum, 
layperaon  from  Colonial  Church,  Baltimore,  and 
Rick  AVhite,  minister  from  First  Church,  Franklin, 
Ihnn. 

tellers  COMMITTEE 
The  Ihilers  Committee  tabulates  any  votes  taken 
duriiM  the  annual  meeting,  under  the  supervision 
of  the  registration  secretary. 

Chapman  named  Michael  T.  Hailey,  minister 
from  First  Church,  Lakeland,  Fla.,  chairman. 

Other  members  are  James  L.  AcBiins,  retired 
minister  from  First  Church,  Gracewood,  Ga.; 
Richard  Caperton.  minister  from  Wieuca  Road 
ClaDx:h.  AUanU;  Charies  E.  Cloyd,  layperson  fTOm 
Hickory  Church,  MayfMd,  Ky,;  Stanley  Cole, 
minister  from  Kento-Boo  Church.  Florence.  Ky., 
Alan  CoK,  minister  from  AWoodland  Hills  Church, 
Asheville,  NC.; 

Alan  Day,  minister  from  First  Church,  Ekfanood, 
Okla. ,  Mike  Dean,  minister  from  Calvary  Church. 
Beaumont.  Ihxas;  Pete  DeMoss,  minister  from 
Germantown  Church,  Germantown,  Thnn. ;  Jack 
Eassa,  layperson  from  First  Church,  AVest  Palm 


For  Sale:  Eagle  46  Passenger 
Buses  with  Air  Condition, 
Restroom,  Reclining  Seats  —  Ex¬ 
tra  clean!  —  For  More  Informa¬ 
tion,  Call  Tom  ShoAvs,  Cedar  Hill 
Charter  Service,  1-860-826-6849  (In 
Miss)  or  1-800-654-4379  (Out  of 
state). 


CHARTER  A  BUS  —  reasonable 
cost,  efflclent/friendlv  service, 
comfortable  traveling.  Make 
for  vonr  group,  young  or  old.  We’ll 
make  your  travel  arrangements  or 
provide  only  transportation.  For 
more  information  call  toil  free  in 
Mississippi  1-800-826-6849,  or  out  of 
stote  1-800-654-4379  or  write  Cedar 
Hill  barter  l^rvlce.  Box  2554, 
Laurel,  MS  39442. 


Beam,  retired 
minister,  dies 


Letters  to  the  editor 


AT&T  aids  homosexuals 

Editor: 

It  has  been  confirmed  that  officials 
at  American  'Mephone  and  Thl^raph 
(AT<^)  are  going  to  allow  homosex¬ 
ual  employees  to  use  AT&T  facilities 
across  the  nation  to  display  and  hand 
out  materials  concerning  homosexual 
rights,  invite  fellow  employees  to 
meetings,  and  hold  such  meetings  in 
AT&T  facilities. 

We  would  suggest  to  you  that  it 
would  be  appropriate  to  let  AT&T  cor¬ 
porate  officials  know  of  the  public’s 
disapproval  of  such  a  policy  which 
essentially  treats  homosexuals  as 
other  minorities.  True  minorities  in¬ 
clude  various  ethnic  groups,  those 
who  are  handicapped,  and  women. 

If  you  would  like  to  register  your 
opinion  with  AT&T,  please  write  to  the 
following  address: 

AT&T 

Executive  Appeals  Dept.  3N26 
5  WoodhoUow  Road 
Parsippany,  NJ  07054 

Thank  you  for  taking  the  time  to  in¬ 
volve  yourself  in  a  concern  that  is  fur¬ 
ther  in^cation  of  the  deterioration  of 
family  values  in  our  country. 

Christian  Action  Commission 
Jackson 


My  friend  “Mrs.  Mission” 

Editor: 

Mrs.  Lucy  Clinton,  faithful  servant 
of  our  Lord,  member  of  the  Calvary 
Baptist  Church,  Lamar  Association, 


was  called  home  on  April  17,  1991.  I 
first  met  Mrs.  Clinton  in  December  of 
1975.  She  was  introduced  as  Mrs.  Clin¬ 
ton,  our  WMU  director. 

As  these  16  years  passed  1  had  the 
privilege  to  be  her  pastor  and  associa- 
tional  missionary.  Through  these 
privileged  relationships  I  knew  her  to 
be  a  person  who  was  very  serious 
about  missions  and  was  very  in¬ 
strumental  in  leading  others  to  be  per¬ 
sonally  involved  in,  and  in  giving  to 
the  m^ions  causes  of  our  conventicxi. 

Because  of  my  first  encounter  with 
Mrs.  Clinton  and  her  involvement  in 
missions  I  began  to  refer  to  her  and 
to  introduce  her  as  “Mrs.  Missions.” 
Mrs.  Clinton  was  a  heartbeat  in  God’s 
Great  Commission.  She  was  a  great 
Christian,  mother,  grandmother,  aunt, 
sister,  educator,  example,  and  en- 
courager,  but  she  will  be  remembered 
by  me  as  my  friend  and  “Mrs.  Mis¬ 
sions.” 

Doug  Benedict 
Director  of  Missions 
Lamar  Association 


On  forced  termination 


Editor: 

Your  article  in  the  April  11  issue 
regarding  Mrs.  Myra  Marshall  and 
her  experience  with  “forced  termina¬ 
tion”  was  a  timely  one  indeed.  It 
seems  that  there  is  an  over  increas¬ 
ing  trend  these  days  for  pastors  who 
move  onto  a  new  church  field  to  simp¬ 
ly  clear  out  the  current  staff  and  bring 
in  their  “own  people.”  This  is  often 


done  regardless  of  how  long  the  other 
staff  members  have  been  in  their  posi¬ 
tions,  or  how  good  a  job  they  are  do¬ 
ing.  This  is  a  practice  very  similar  to 
that  used  by  newly  elected  politicians 
when  they  take  office. 

For  many  years.  I’ve  seen  letters, 
articles,  and  books  about  the  tragedy 
of  “forced  termination”  for  pastors, 
but  very  little  about  other  staff  per¬ 
sons  who  experience  the  same  thing. 
As  Mrs.  Marshall  indicated,  the 
trauma,  pain,  and  humiliation  is  just 
as  great  for  those  other  staff 
members  (including  those  of  us  who 
were  not  part  of  the  “called  staff”). 
There  is  also  the  same  apprehension 
about  finances  and  how  the  bills  will 
be  paid.  It  comes  as  a  surprise  to 
many  church  members  that  those 
employed  by  churches  and  religious 
agencies  do  not  qualify  for  unemploy¬ 
ment.  Therefor^  when  they  face  ter¬ 
mination,  there  is  nothing  to  “tide  one 
over.” 

On  numerous  occasions.  I’ve  heard 
someone  caution  against  terminating 
a  pastor  because  “He  is  God’s  man,” 
and  one  had  better  not  tamper  with 
him.  Do  you  suppose  anywie  ever  con¬ 
sidered  the  possibility  that  God  also 
places  others  besides  pastors  in  their 
places  of  service?  Do  we  not  need  to 
also  exercise  that  caution  in  remov¬ 
ing  them  of  “tampering”  with  that 
life?  Who  are  we  to  say  that  those 
other  individuals  are  not  “God’s  men 
or  women”  for  that  particular  place 
of  service  at  that  time? 

1  would  agree  with  Mrs.  Marshall 
that  things  are  never  the  same  after 
such  an  experience;  something  has 
indeed  been  taken  from  you.  As  she 
pointed  out,  however,  the  thing  that 


keeps  us  going  Uurough  such  an  ex¬ 
perience  is  knowing  that  God  does  in¬ 
deed  love  us  as  individuals.  His  love 
for  us  is  not  dependent  on  staff  posi¬ 
tion,  social  status,  or  political  clout 
within  the  denomination. 

Thank  you  for  such  a  relevant  arti¬ 
cle  and  the  information  on  a  book  that 
is  sure  to  be  most  helpful  to  many  of 
us  who  have  been  through  such  an 
experience. 

Jerrye  Buckets 
Gautier 


One  way  to  enlarge  SBC 

Editor: 

It  was  not  surprising  to  read  in  your 
recent  “Letters  to  the  Editor”  section 
of  The  Baptist  Record  that  Jerry 
Falwell  was  seeking  financial  support 
from  individual  l^uthern  Baptists. 
Also,  with  his  continued  association 
with  current  Southern  Baptist 
leaders,  it  would  not  be  surprising 
that  he  might  have  a  mailing  list  of  in¬ 
dividual  Southern  Baptists  for  the 
purpose  of  seeking  financial  support. 

I  have  been  of  the  opinion  for  some 
time  that  when  Falwell  feels  that  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  will  help 
finance  Liberty  University  he  will 
receive  a  “great  message  from  God” 
that  he  and  his  supporters  should 
become  Southern  Baptists.  1  certain¬ 
ly  would  like  to  enlarge  our  Conven¬ 
tion,  but  hope  that  receiving  financial 
support  would  not  be  the  motivating 
factor. 

Travis  Watson  Jr. 

Eupora 


William  Beam,  72,  a  retired 
minister,  died  of  Parkinson’s  disease 
April  24  at  the  State  Veterans  Nursing 
Home. 

Services  were  held  April  26  at  TVini- 
ty  Church  in  Pearl  with  burial  in 
Floral  Hills  Memorial  Gardens. 

Beam,  a  Plantersville  native,  at¬ 
tended  Clarke  College,  Mississippi 
College,  and  New  Orleans  Seminary. 
He  was  a  minister  in  numerous 
churches,  including  Bethel  Church  in 
Smith  County,  Bethlehem  Church  in 
Yazoo  County,  Trinity  Church  in 
Fulton,  Calvary  Church  in  Belmont, 
Grandview  Church  in  Pearl, 
Lawrence  Church  in  Lawrence  Coun¬ 
ty  and  others  in  California,  Alabama, 
and  Louisiana.  He  moved  from  Santa 
Ana,  Calif.,  to  Pearl  in  1963. 

He  was  a  World  War  II  veteran  and 
the  widower  of  Mary  Bassett  Beam. 
Survivors  include  daughter,  Barbara 
Sensing  of  Pearl;  daughter,  Dorothy 
Hegwood  of  Dallas;  son,  Howard 
Beam,  pastor  of  New  Covenant 
Church  in  Long  Beach;  two  sisters; 
and  nine  grandchildren. 

AUTHORS  WANTED  BY 
NEW  YORK  PUBLISHER 

Leading  tubndy  book  publisher  seeks  manuscripts 
of  all  types:  fiction,  non-fiction,  poetry,  scholarly 
and  juvenile  works,  etc.  New  authors  welcomed. 
Send  for  free,  illustrated  32*page  brochure  H-101 
Vantage  Press,  516  W  34St  .New  York.N  Y  tOOOl 


TOLL  FREE  (800)  366-1716 

(S>rerholt:zer 


Jim  Edwards,  President 


"Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant,  thou 
hast  been  faithful  over  a  few  things;  I  will  make 
thee  ruler  over  many  things;  enter  thou  Into  the 
Joy  of  the  Lord. "  Matthew  25:21 

"DUCKS  OR  SWANS?” 

Deanna  Harrison,  a  writer  and  homemaker  from 
Texas,  is  acquainted  with  how  God  gives  us  both  few 
and  many  things.  Harrison  writes  about  the  ups  and 
downs  of  life  in  her  book  Mv  Ducks  Are  Really  Swans. 
"C^d  transforms  the  ’ugly  ducklings’  of  life  into  the 
beautiful  swans.”  I  believe  God  seldom  gives  us 
many  swans  until  we  are  faithful  with  a  few  ducklir^s! 
Financial  resources  at  our  college  are  no  exception. 
The  accompanying  chart  shows  Tuition  and  Fees 
have  increased  proportionately  in  recent  years, 
while  MBC  Gifts,  Other  Grants  and  Gifts,  and 
Auxiliary  Income  have  decreased  as  a  percentage 
of  total  revenues.  This  letter  focuses  on  how  we  are 
working  with  what  God  has  given  us  in  recent  years  to 
turn  some  revenue  negatives  into  positives. 

’’STUDENTS  OR  GIFTS?" 

Because  of  low  occupancy  levels,  dorm  and 
apartment  rates  have  not  increased  at  Carey  for 
several  years,  and  the  total  cost  of  education 
including  tuition  and  fees  is  lower  than  at  any 
Southern  Baptist  college  with  1,000  or  more  students. 
This  is  positive  for  our  students,  but  negative  for 
overall  cash  flow.  However,  because  Christian 
education  is  such  a  "good  buy”  at  Carey, 
aggressive  marketing  and  finaiKial  aid  plans  have 
significantly  Increased  revenues  from  Tuition  and 
Fees  during  the  past  two  years.  The  chart  shows 
nearly  64%  of  the  revenues  for  1989-92  from  this 
source.  Since  1988-89,  total  revenues  have 
increased  $1.6  million  (25%)  and  Tuition  and  Fms 
have  increased  nearly  $1.2  million  (31%).  Auxiliary 
revenues  have  declined  percentagewise  In  recent 


years.  However,  our  Coast  enrollment  gains  of  40- 
50%  this  ylar  have  improved  the  rental  revenues  on 
the  Gulfport  apartments  which  are  all  occupied  for  the 
first  time.  We  have  finally  turned  that  n^ative  to  a 
positive  as  part  of  our  vision  for  growth  and  service  for 
Christian  education  on  the  Coast. 


WILUAM  CAREY  COLLEGE 
MAJOR  REVENUE  SOURCES 
19M>1992 


$7,966 


954  TOTAL 

REVBWES 


r?n%HoTHER 

^^^■ORANTS 
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12.2%  I  AUXIUARY 
.  .  I  REVBWES 


164.2%  mTUTION 
^^^^ANO  FEES 


1966-69  1969-90  1990-91  1991-92 


We  are  grateful  for  our  increased  student  body 
and  their  financial  impact  on  Carey.  They  work  hard, 
as  do  their  parents  and  spouses,  and  we  consider 
their  support  as  part  of  God’s  resources  for  our 
mission.  We  are  especially  pleased  that  more  of 
them  are  involved  in  our  Work  Service  Program  and 
are  working  their  way  rather  than  borrowing  their  way 
through  college.  However,  there  is  a  negative 
aspect  of  these  gains  In  that  the  percentage  of 
student  tuition  is  much  higher  than  a  financially 
balanced  college  should  strive  for  as  a  goal.  A 
range  of  50-60%  In  tuition  and  fees  is  preferable. 
This  heavy  dependence  on  student  revenues  was 
summarized  recently  as  someone  said,  "The  good 
news  is  that  students  are  coming...  and  the  bad  news 
is  that  students  are  coming. ..but  thank  goodness 
students  are  coming  r 

Gifts  from  the  MBC  have  decreased  in 
proportion  to  total  revenues  in  the  past  three 
years.  Annual  MBC  Operating  Allocations  have 
declined  by  nearly  $100,000  since  1987-88.  The 
College  received  special  MBC  gifts  of  $350,000  in 
1989  and  1990  to  help  launch  our  "Visions  of 
Excellence  Program"  with  a  Statewide  goal  of 
$3,000,000.  This  program,  which  is  part  of  the  Other 
Gifts  and  Grants  total,  has  made  good  progress  on 
the  Coast,  from  Trustees,  faculty  and  staff, 
businesses,  and  banks.  However,  to  reach  our 
"Visions"  goal  by  1995  we  need  more  support 
elsewhere  in  Mississippi.  Finally,  our  alumni  giving 
base  has  been  narrow,  but  gifts  and  pledges  for  1990- 
91  have  more  than  doubl^  over  1989-90,  and  new 
giving  units  are  up  significantly.  We  hope  this  new 
level  of  alumni  enthusiasm,  coupled  with  stronger 
support  from  the  MBC  and  others  who  believe  in 
Christian  education,  will  help  Carey  be  better 
balanced  financially  in  the  future,  and  thus  more  of 
our  ducklings  will  b^me  swans. 

P.S.  Next  Week  -  How  We  Spend  God's  Resources 
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Hungry  hearts 


By  Gary  Bagley 

We  live  in  an  affluent  society  that  is  vei7  much  the  product  of  restlessness 
L  and  materialistic  visions.  The  affluence  that  we  live  in  far  surpasses  that  of 

I  w  our  forefathers.  A  problem  we  have  encountered  in  our  quest  for  “more”  is 

I  that  our  priorities  have  become  confused.  Anthony  Cam- 
I  polo  in  a  lecture  given  to  ministers  at  Furman  University 
I  said  that  we  are  trying  to  satisfy  abstract  needs  with  con- 
I  Crete  “things.”  He  referred  to  the  claims  of  advertisements 
M  that  “things”  can  satisfy  our  needs  for  happiness,  self- 
1  M  esteem,  confidence,  peace,  and  the  like. 
i  There  was  an  article  some  time  ago  about  a  primitive 

'  tribe  of  people  who  were  discovered  out  in  the  bush 

Australia  by  a  team  of  anthropologists.  As  they  began  to 
study  these  people,  the  anthropologists  were  intrigued  at 
the  short  life  span  of  these  people  and  how  emaciate  they 
YmitVi  appeared,  even  though  bey  ate  heartily  of  the  fruits  that  Ratfi-v 

OLaic;  i^u.1  X  were  native  to  that  plac  and  some  of  the  grains  that  they  ®  ^ 

lCpvVin21f*H  learned  to  raise.  However,  when  this  particular  food  supply  was  analyz- 

i  ai  l  xvc  j  xxixcti  ix  discovered  that  it  simply  did  not  contain  the  nourishment  that  was 

*  J  13  •  •  .1.  ne^ed  by  the  human  body.  So  here  was  a  paradox  of  people  eating  heartily 

.^WdrCl  Jt\6Cipi6]ltS  of  a  certain  kind  of  food  and  still  starving  to  death. 

This  is  a  parable  to  me  of  our  society  attempting  to  meet  all  of  our  deepest 
Gina  Gordon  of  Hebron  Church,  human  ne^  by  acquiring  an  increasing  number  of  material  possessions. 
Taylorsville,  received  the  Judges’  Award  We  human  beit^  are  more  than  just  physical  creatures.  We  are  also  emo- 
in  piano  during  the  State  Youth  Four  Part  tional  and  spiritual  creatures.  St.  Augustine  understood  the  problem  when 
Music  Festival.  Tommy  Creel,  of  Carson  he  aptly  prayed;  ‘Thou  hast  made  us  for  Thyself,  O  God,  and  our  hearts  are 
and  representing  Prentiss  Church,  Pren-  restless  until  they  rest  in  thee.” 
tiss,  received  the  Judges’  Award  in  organ.  Bagley  is  pastor  of  First  Church,  Meridian. 


’TWO  CLUBS  REPLACE  BROADMAN  READERS  PLAN:  NASHVILLE  — 
The  27-year-old  Broadman  Readers  Plan  is  being  replaced  by  two  new  book 
clubs.  Iteplacing  the  Broadman  Readers  Plan  are  The  New  American  Com¬ 
mentary  Plan  and  the  Christian  Living  Book  Club.  Broadman  Readers  Plan 
members  will  receive  a  letter  about  the  new  clubs  accompanied  by  an-enroU- 
ment  form.  Others  interested  in  joining  the  clubs  may  obtain  more  ipforma- 
tion  by  writing  the  Direct  Sales  Department,  Sunday  School  Board,  127  Ninth 
Ave.  N.,  MSN  138,  Nashville,  TN  37234. 


CHISA  COMMUMSTS  LOSE  MEMBERS  TO  RELIGION  —  BEIJING  - 
So  many  Communist  Party  members  in  China  are  attending  religious  ser¬ 
vices  that  in  some  places  “it’s  hard  to  get  party  members  together  and  hold 
meetings  or  activities,"  reported  the  official  Peasants’  Daily  in  March.  China's 
vice  president,  Wang  Zhen,  also  reportedly  expressed  alarm  about  the  rapid 
growth  of  religious  faith  in  the  countryside.  In  one  county  in  Hebei  province, 
813  people  became  Roman  Catholics  last  year  while  only  270  joined  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party,  Wang  said.  In  another  county,  party  officials  had  to  ask  a  priest 
to  convince  farmers  to  sell  their  grain  to  the  government. 


DEWEY  MERCER.  MISSIONARY  TO  JAPAN.  DIES  AT  AGE  61  -  MAT- 
SUE,  Japan  (BP)  —  Dewey  E.  Mercer,  a  Southern  Baptist  missionary  who 
spent  the  last  decade  of  his  life  rebuilding  a  congregation  in  an  out-of-the- 
way  area  on  the  western  coast  of  Japan,  died  April  17  of  a  heart  attack.  Mercer, 
from  Central  City,  Ky.,  came  with  his  wife,  Ramona,  to  the  town  of  Matsue 
about  10  years  ago  to  try  to  resurrect  a  church  whose  members  had  all  left. 

Using  his  typical  evangelistic  zeal,  whatever  personal  money  he  could  free 
up,  and  volunteers  to  refurbish  a  building,  the  couple  established  a  fellowship 
of  about  30  believers.  Besides  his  wife,  Mercer  is  survived  by  two  grown 

children.  LAGOS,  Nigeria  (BP)  —  Renewed  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  in  WitnessessaidthousandsofChris- 

violence  between  Muslims  and  (Thris-  Nigeria  said  a  Baptist  church  and  tians  now  are  trying  to  flee  the 
MISSISSIPPI  CLAIMS  THE  LARGEST  PERCENTAGE  OF  BAPTISTS  in  tians  in  northern  Nigeria  has  killed  at  parsonage  were  burned  in  Bauchi.  Muslim-dominated  north  to  southern 
its  population  at  55  percent.  Other  states  with  the  largest  Baptist  populations  least  80  people,  according  to  Bauchi  is  near  Jos,  where  Baptists  Nigeria,  where  more  Christians  live. 
are  Alabama  (51.4  percent),  Arkansas  (42.2  percent)  District  of  Columbia  witnesses.  have  significant  work,  and  €rom^  'The  latest  fighting  reportedly 

(46.8  percent),  Georgia  (50.8  percent),  Kentucky  (42.5  percent).  North  The  worst  confrontation  occurred  where  ^uthem  Baptist  missionaries  started  the  previous  week  in  a  town 
Carolina  (47.1  percent).  South  Carolina  (46.5  percent)  and  Tennessee  (43  per-  April  23  in  the  city  of  Bauchi,  reported  Wiley  and  Geneva  Faw  live  The  Faws,  near  Bauchi  over  whether  Christians 
cent).  Although  Mormons  account  for  only  1.4  percent  of  all  Americans,  they  tlw  Associated  Press.  A  dozen  chur-  both  of  Waynesburg,  Ky.,  were  and  Muslims  should  use  the  same 
comprise  69.2  percent  of  Utah’s  population  and  31  percent  of  Idaho’s  residents,  ches  were  set  afire,  the  report  said,  reported  to  be  safe  at  home  April  24.  slaughterhouse. 


Muslims,  Christians  battle  in  Nigeria 


Name  the 
ShoeString  Kids 

We  want  to  thank  all  those  that 
responded  to  naming*  the 
Shoestring  Kids.  To  give  kids  in 
other  states  that  get  Shoe  Strings 
a  chance  to  respond,  we  will  wait 
until  the  first  anniversary  issue  in 
July.  So  if  you  have  a  suggestion 
for  names  and  ages  send  to: 

Darrell  Vandergriff 
720  Watson  Branch 
Franklin,  Tenn.  37064 

Describe  your  mother  using  these 
letters: 

M  uch  love  for  me 


More  Adventures 

,  Mary  Ann  really  dreaded  this  Sunday.  She  thought 
of  every  excuse  she  could  give  her  father  to  not  attend 
church  this  week.  You  see,  it  was  Mother’s  Day.  Things 
were  different  this  year,  in  that  she  no  longer  lived  with 
her  mother.  She  had  no  use  for  a  lacy  card  like  they 
made  in  Sunday  School  last  year.  Why  should  she  go 
this  week? 

Dad  just  would  not  listen  to  those  excuses,  so  early 
Sunday  morning  Mary  Ann  slowly  reached  for  her  Bible 
and  shuffled  toward  the  car.  It  was  Mother’s  Day.  What 
would  her  friends  say?  What  would  Mrs.  Terry  have  for 
an  activity?  Would  Jesus  understand  about  her  family? 

Mrs.  Terry  was  standing  at  the  door  when  Mary  Ann 
arrived.  She  always  seemed  so  glad  to  !«e  everyone. 
Maybe  she  had  forgotten  about  Mother’s  Day,  Mary 
Ann  thought. 

As  each  child  came  in,  they  joined  in  a  Bible  game 
and  then  listened  to  a  story'about  Hannah,  who  gave 
her  son  Samuel  to  God.  Suddenly  Mary  Ann  begaiTto 
understand. 

Samuel  grew  up  without  a  mother,  yet  God  was 
always  with  Samuel.  He  must  have  Imown  that  his 
mother  loved  him  very  much. 

Mary  Ann  now  understood  that  Mother’s  Day  was  a 
special  time  to  think  of  not  only  her  mother  l^t  each 
person  in  her  life  that  cared  for  her. 

A  lacy  card  and  an  ‘T  love  you”  made  Mary  Ann’s 
father  extra  happy  this  special  day. 


Created  by 
Rob  Sauls 
Darrell  Vandergriff 
Lib  McCluskey 

Match  Mother  with  Child 


Luke  2:7 

Mary 

Joseph 

Ex.  6:20 

Jochebed 

Esau 

II  Tim.  1:1-5 

Eunice 

John  the 
Baptist 

Gen.  21:3 

Sarah 

Moses 

Gen.  4:25 

Eve 

Jesus 

Ruth  4:17 

Ruth 

Issac 

II  Sam.  12:24 

Bathsheba 

Seth 

Gen.  30:24 

Rachel 

Obed 

Luke  1:63 

Elizabeth 

Timothy 

Gen.  25:25 

Rebecca 

Solomon 

hwrty  b  Wte  krta 
iMBaiiliat  iMnOt 
AfUXthtadk 


MOTHER’S 
DAY 
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Faces  and  places 


by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


Mama  goes 

Midway  across  Georgia,  we  stop¬ 
ped  at  a  deserted  roadside  park.  Driz¬ 
zle  changed  to  raindrops  as  we  made 
sandwiches  on  the  table  by  a 
magnolia  tree.  Mama  and  I  like  pic¬ 
nics.  W.D.  doesn’t,  particularly.  “You 
want  to  get  mugged,  stopping  here?” 
he  asked,  and  ^led  the  plug  on  our 
fun.  We  gulped  down  our  food,  while 
we  cast  nervous  glances  at  dim  woods 
all  around.  ^ 

Oglethorpe  (JaWs),  English 
general,  established  the  colony  of 
Georgia  in  Savannah  in  1733.  Another 
general,  Sherman,  ended  there  in  1864 
his  march  to  the  sea.  It  was  I  who 
wanted  to  see  the  city’s  historic 
district.  W.D.  had  wanted  to  stay  home 
in  his  favorite  chair.  Mama  would 
have  preferred,  I  think,  that  we  spend 
the  w^  at  her  house  But  I  knew  that 
if  we  did,  she  —  like  Mamas  will  do 

—  would  want  to  cook  three  meals  a 
day  for  us,  and  I  didn’t  think  she  felt 
well  enough  to  do  that.  So,  just  like  she 
always  had  saved  me  the  pulleybone 
of  the  chicken,  she  let  me  choose 
where  to  take  her  on  what  I  had  pro¬ 
mised  would  be  “her”  vacation. 

Tybee  is  12  miles  from  downtown 
Savannah,  and  northernmost  of 
Georgia’s  islands. 

Highway  80  ends  on  Tybee,  just 
before  running  into  the  Atlantic.  Our 
motel,  the  Veranda,  was  a  block  from 
the  highway’s  end,  and  beside  the 
beach.  Early  morning  walks  at  low 
tide  on  that  beach  were  totally  ex¬ 
hilarating.  Wild  wind;  cold  sand; 
clean,  salty  air;  only  a  few  people  out 

—  a  man  with  a  black  dog;  a  woman 
and  a  little  girl  picking  up  crabs  and 
dropping  them  into  a  bucket;  a  cou- 


Hollis  V.  Bryant  retired  April  30  as 
consultant.  Cooperative  Missions 
Department,  Mississii^i  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board,  a  position  he  had  held 
13  years,  since  Jan.  1,  1978.  A  retire¬ 
ment  brunch  was  held  in  his  honor  on 
April  26  in  the  Baptist  Building. 

He  has  been  a  consultant  in  work 
with  bivocationals,  in-service 
guidance,  interfaith  witness,  rural 
church  work,  world  missions  con¬ 
ferences,  and  Campers  on  Mission. 
For  10  years  he  also  was  Consultant  for 
seminaiy  extension. 

In  retirement,  he  plans  to  work  as 
part-time  consultant  for  world  mis¬ 
sions  conferences  (now  in  the  realm 
of  the  Brotherhood  Department)  and 
interfaith  witness,  which  has  been 
transferred  to  the  Evangelism 
Department.  So  far,  15  associations 
have  scheduled  world  missions  con¬ 
ferences  for  1992;  this  fall  Bryant  will 
train  associational  steering  commit¬ 
tees  for  those.  He  said  that  in  these 
two  areas,  world  missions  conferences 
and  interfaith  witness,  he  feels  he  has 
achieved  his  most  satisfying  ac¬ 
complishments,  especially  in 
“teaming  people  how  to  witness  to 
those  in  <^ts,  and  helping  parents  get 
their  kids  out  of  Satanism.”  In  19M, 
the  H(Hne  Mission  Board  honored  him 
with  a  national  award,  naming  him 
Interfaith  Witness  (Coordinator  of  the 
Year  and  his  wife,  Eunice,  as  Inter- 
faith  Witness  Associate  of  the  Year. 
Special  awards  have  gone  to  him  also 
for  his  work  with  bivocationals  and 
with  world  missions  conferaices. 


on  vacation 

pie,  holding  hands,  splashing  along  at 
the  water’s  edge.  Again  and  again  the 
refrain  from  Psalm  107  echo^  in  my 
head;  “Oh,  that  men  would  praise  the 
Lord  for  his  goodness,  and  his  wonder¬ 
ful  works  to  the  children  of  men!” 

Example:  That’s  what  Mama  has 
been.  For  more  than  eight  decades 
she  has  set  an  example  of  faithfulness 
for  others,  by  being  in  her  place  at 
church  Sunday  after  Sunday.  Of 
course,  I’ve  only  known  her  since  she 
was  21.  How  much  I  owe  her  for  bring¬ 
ing  me  up  in  an  atmosphere  of  love  for 
God  and  his  Word!  On  vacation,  she 
had  her  mind  on  WMU.  She  was 
responsible  for  planning  her  church’s 
state  missions  Week  of  Prayer  pro¬ 
gram  (in  Alabama  that’s  in  May).  I 
helped  her  design  the  letters  to 
display  the  theme. 

I  had  walked  far  down  the  beach. 
When  I  turned  back,  I  saw  W.D.  com¬ 
ing  to  meet  me.  “I  have  found  a  place 
of  quiet,”  I  told  him,  island  beach 
in  April,  in  mid-week.” 

Restaurants:  Mama  hates  them 
all.  She  really  liked  this  motel  because 
it  had  a  kitchenette  where  she  could 
make  toast  for  breakfast  to  eat  with 
the  homemade  pear  preserves  she’d 
had  the  foresight  to  bring.  W.D. 
wanted  to  try  some  of  the  area 
restaurants.  Me?  I’m  easy  to  please. 
Just  so  it’s  food.  Qn  cobblestone  River 
Street,  even  hamburgers  cost  $5. 

“Save  The  Pirates’  House  for  a 
special  occasion.  Its  gourmet  seafood 
is  special,  but  its  prices  are  a  bit  high. 
It’s  located  in  the  oldest  house  in 
Georgia,  built  in  1733,”  said  the  guide 
on  a  bus  tour.  Mama  and  I  smiled 
knowingly.  We’d  been  there  the  night 


This  summer,  June  3-Aug.  10,  Hollis 
and  Eunice  will  accompany  a  caravan 
of  (Campers  on  Missions  to  Alaska,  do¬ 
ing  various  types  of  volunteer  mission 
work  there,  and  along  the  way.  ’Their 
interest  in  Alaska  stems  from  having 
been  home  missionaries  there, 
1973-76,  under  appointment  of  the 
Home  Mission  Board  and  the  Alaska 
Baptist  Convention,  in  Chugach 
Association.  Before  then,  he  had  been 
pastor  of  First  (Church,  Juneau,  and 
chaplain  for  the  state  legislature  of 
Alaska. 

’Their  daughter  is  expecting  more 
visits  from  the  Bryants  now,  he  said. 
Charlotte  Yvonne  is  married  to  Ron 
Madison,  pastor  of  First  Bap^t 
Church,  Di^atur,  Ala.  A  Spanish 
teacher,  she’s  getting  her  master’s 
degree  from  University  of  Alabama. 

Grandchildren  are  Shannon,  who  is 
in  college  at  Samford;  Matthew 
David,  in  11th  grade;  and  Megan,  8. 

They  plan  to  keep  their  two  houses, 
one  near  Bruce  in  their  native 
Calhoun  County,  (phone  983-2255) 
where  he  can  keep  up  his  gardening 
for  relaxation,  and  one  at  1004 
Northside  Drive  (phone  924-1311), 
Clinton.  “HI  be  available  for  supply,” 
he  added. 

“Eunice  has  been  a  source  of 
strength,”  he  said.  “She  was  converted 
bef(xe  I  was.  I  would  never  have  come 
to  where  I  am  without  her.”  When  she 
was  in  third  grade  and  he  in  fourth, 
he  transferred  to  Pittsboro  school 
from  Oldtown  school.  "There  were 
curtains  between  classes,  and  our 


before,  and  made  a  memory:  $18.95 
was  its  minimum  price;  and 
“gourmet”  there  evidently  meant 
“raw.” 

Seagulls:  what  fun  to  sit  on  the 
motel’s  little  porch  and  feed  the  flocks 
of  them.  One  would  hover,  on  wing, 
and  catch  the  crumbs  I  tossed  up. 
Another  would  huffily  try  to  chase  the 
others  away,  feathers  bloused  up. 
I  called  him  Scuffy.  Two  rusty 
blackbirds  perched  on  the  porch 
railing  and  then  hopped  down  to  pick 
up  crumbs  by  our  feet.  In  early  morn¬ 
ings,  great  black,  long-billed  cor¬ 
morants  flew  over. 

Mama  decided  she  wanted  to  go 
wading  in  the  sea,  but  she  had  picked 
the  stormiest  day,  and  a  time  when 
the  tide  was  in.  When  she  and  I  reach¬ 
ed  the  water’s  edge,  waves  were 
whitecapping  far  out  to  sea,  smashing 
onto  a  pile  of  rocks,  and  foaming  on¬ 
to  the  beach.  Neither  of  us  could  even 
dare  to  get  close  enough  to  wet  a  big 
toe! 

Daily  city  tours  of  several  kinds 
were  offered  —  bus,  trolley  car,  car¬ 
riage  ...  I  wanted  to  do  the  walking 
tour,  beginning  with  breakfast  at  a 
bed  and  breakfast  inn  and  walking 
past  courtyard  gardens,  and  fountain- 
ed  squares,  beneath  moss-draped  live 
oaks,  into  the  Cathedral  of  St.  John  the 
Baptist  or  the  Presbyterian  church 
where  Woodrow  Wilson  was  married, 
or  into  one  of  the  old  iron-trimmed 
houses  that  Eugenia  Price  wrote 
about ....  But  it  was  time  to  leave, 
and  again  the  rains  had  begun. 

Actually,  this  vacation  was  an  ear¬ 
ly  celebration  of  Mother’s  Day,  as  I 
doubt  if  I  can  return  to  Alabama 
again  so  soon  as  this  week. 


Y ou  are  a  jewel.  Mama,  worth  far 
“more  than  rubies,”  and  I  love  you. 
Happy  Mother’s  Day! 


Bryant 


class  had  the  only  pencil  sharpener,” 
he  remembers.  “I  saw  Eunice  me  first 
time  when  she  came  to  sharpen  her 
pencil.” 

Not  too  many  years  later,  they  sat 
in  a  BYPU  group  together.  Others 
may  have  thought  he  was  writing 
notes  about  the  program,  but  he  was 
writing  notes  to  Eunice:  “Will  you 
marry  me?”  he  asked.  “When?”  came 
back.  “Soon.  Write  “yes’  or  “no.’  ” 
“Yes!”  He  dropped  out  of  school  at 
ninth  grade,  and  they  got  married 
when  she  was  15  and  he  was  16. 

Though  he  joined  the  church  as  a 
child,  Hollis  said  his  conversion  did 
not  take  place  until  1948,  two  years 
after  he  returned  from  Leipzig,  Ger¬ 
many,  where  he  fought  in  the  infantry 
during  World  War  II.  ’Then,  he  had 
bought  a  farm,  but  when  he  felt  the 
(See  BRYANT  on  page  8) 


Hollis  Bryant  retires 

By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 


Marylyn 
after  30 


Crisler  retires 
years’  service 


By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 


“The  Lord  told  me  to  call  May 
Grillot,  who  worked  at  the  Baptist 
Building  switchboard,”  Marylyn 
Crisler  remembers.  As  a  result  of  that 
call,  she  went  to  work,  “part-time”  in 
the  Bookkeeping  Department, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 
Next  day,  she  answered  ‘Yes”  to  the 
question.,  “Can  you  work  full-time?” 
and  began  that  Jan.  19,  1961.  Thirty 
and  one-third  years  later,  on  April  30, 
1991,  she  retiri^  as  Baptist  Building 
hostess  and  mailroom  supervisor.  On¬ 
ly  the  first  four  or  five  years  had  she 
worked  in  Bookkeepping  with  Nell 
Cotton  and  Daphyne  Pridgen,  whom 
Peggy  Spencer  had  dubbed  “Teacher" 
and  “Boss  Lady.” 

Her  favorite  task  was  conducting 
tours  of  the  Building  for  visitors.  One 
woman,  98,  asked  her  for  extra  copies 
of  brochures  saying.  “I  want  to  take 
them  to  the  old  ones  who  could  not 
come  with  us.” 

“Senior  adults  always  seemed  to  be 
having  so  much  fun,”  Marylyn  said, 
“that  I  would  wish  I  were  one  of 
them!”  Sometimes  groups  would  send 
her  one  of  their  cookbooks  to  add  to 
her  extensive  collection.  ( Her  favorite 
is  Southern  Sideboards.) 

Employees  of  the  MBCB  gave  a 
reception  in  her  honor  on  April  22,  and 
gave  her  candleholders  and  a  silk 
flower  arrangement. 

She  and  her  husband,  Robert 
Crisler,  live  in  Terry,  ( P.  O.  Box  314, 
phone  878-2628)  near  where  they  both 
grew  up.  ( In  fact,  her  grandmother 
made  his  christening  dress. )  Born  at 
Knoxo,  only  child  of  Isaac  and  Leola 
Smith,  she  moved  to  Terry  at  age  7. 

On  their  first  date,  when  she  was  15 
and  Robert  was  nearing  20,  they  went 
on  a  BTU  hayride.  Her  mother,  on  be¬ 
ing  asked  permission,  expressed 
dismay :  “You  want  to  go  with  him? 
He’s  old  enough  to  be  your  grandpa !  ” 
That  wasn’t  too  old  for  Marylyn.  After 
she  finished  high  school  at  Raymond, 
she  married  him  (also  an  only  child) 
on  Feb.  11,  1945,  at  Bethesda  Church, 
where  she  had  been  baptized  at  12. 

“I  love  people,  and  I  love  to  have 
fun!”  she  said  last  week.  When  she 
was  a  teen,  her  friends  in  BTU  would 
talk  about  where  they  would  hold  the 
next  social.  Nearly  always  they  would 
wind  up  sayjpg,  “We  can  go  to 
Marylyn’s  house.” 

‘They  knew  my  parents  would 
receive  them  with  a  warm  welcome.” 
she  said.  Her  dad  would  fix  up  a  place 
for  them  to  meet,  build  and  arrange 
benches,  decorate  with  plants,  a^ 
make  ready  a  proper  setting  for  the 
peanut  boils,  ice  cream  freezings,  and 
candy  pullings. 

Her  talents  at  partying  were  plac¬ 
ed  into  fullest  use  when  Marylyn 
followed  the  Lord’s  leadership  to  the 
Baptist  Building.  It  would  be  foolish 
to  try  to  estimate  how  many  recep¬ 
tions,  birthday  dinners,  brunches,  and 
celebrations  she  has  helped  to  plan 
and  carry  through  as  Building 
hostess! 

With  Philippians  4:13  as  insurance, 
she  competently  took  care  of  tours 
and  receptions  and  a  long  and  varied 
list  of  other  duties.  In  the  mailroom. 
she  worked  closely  with  Peggy  ( Mrs. 
James. )  Broome  erf  Pearl,  who  a  short 
time  ago  also  reached  her  30th  an¬ 
niversary  of  work  with  the  MBCB. 
Robert,  who  retired  about  five  years 
ago  as  accountant  with  Blue  (!ross- 
Blue  Shield,  has  often  worked  with 
them  as  a  volunteer  in  the  mailroom. 

“Now  I’ll  have  more  time  to  be  with 
him,”  she  said.  “And  with  my  children 
and  grandchildren.” 


Crisler 


Their  son,  Rob,  and  his  family  live 
in  Birmingham,  where  he  is  an  elec¬ 
trical  engineer  with  Alabama  Power 
Company  and  has  just  received  a  pro 
motion,  to  become  manager  of  client 
services.  His  and  Anita’s  children  are 
Laura  and  a  new  baby,  Rebecca  Lyn, 
named  for  her  grandmother. 

The  Crislers’  daughter  Becky 
Robison,  and  her  hus^nd,  Johnny, 
live  in  Laurel,  w'here  she  teaches  at  St, 
John  Episcopal  School.  Their  children 
are  Clay,  Robert,  and  Kelley. 

“The  place  where  the  children  and 
grandchildren  all  like  to  go  most,” 
Marylyn  said,  “is  to  my  mother’s  old 
home  place  —  it’s  been  in  the  Hand 
family  for  several  generations  — 
seven  miles  west  of  Terry.  We  have 
blueberries,  pecans,  plums,  and 
muscadines.”  Fishing,  traveling,  yard 
and  garden  work  —  these  are  on  her 
list  of  “things  to  do.” 

“We  both  want  to  do  volunteer  work 
—  at  Crestwood  Center  in  Jackson 
and  visit  _  the  Homebound.” 
Because  Robert’s  mother.  Martha 
Crisler,  is  in  a  nursing  home,  they  will 
include  nursing  homes  in  their 
visiting.  Another  reason  for  this  in¬ 
terest  is  that,  growing  up.  Marylyn 
wanted  to  be  a  nurse.  Her  mother  had 
planned  to  be  one,  but  the  rigorous 
training  of  those  days  made  her  drop 
out  and  become  a  teacher  instead. 

Marylyn  is  a  member  of  the  WMU 
and  of  a  Bible  study  group  at  First 
Church,  Terry 

Kind,  patient,  gracious,  warm¬ 
hearted,  fair,  friendly,  unselfish, 
cooperative,  helpful,  Marylyn  has 
been  a  constant  source  of  inspiration 
to  her  fellow  workers.  “It  has  been  my 
hope  that  others  would  be  able  to  see 
the  Lord  in  my  life,”  she  said.  If  that 
has  been  her  wish,  then  her  wish  has 
come  true. 


Although  not  appointed  as  mis¬ 
sionaries,  chaplains  are  endorsed  for 
service  by  the  SBC  (Jhaplains  Com¬ 
mission,  which  is  housed  at  the  Home 
Mission  Board. 

To  admit  1  have  been  in  the  wrong 
is  but  saying  that  I  am  wiser  today 
than  I  was  yesterday. 


■P  FIBERGLASS 
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Midwestern  Seminary’s 

1.  \  annual  luncheon  set 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  —  The  Alumni 
Association  of  Midwestern  Seminary 
82,  of  will  meet  for  its  annual  luncheon  in 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  during  the  1991  Souttem 

_  Baptist  Convention  annual  meeting, 

former  pastor  of  Wade  June  4-6.  The  luncheon  will  be  held 


^  Jesse  Ford  Parker, 

Ken  Rhodes,  missions  director  for  leading  the  solemn  assembly.  Pascagoula,  died  April  6  in  New 

Pearl  River  Association,  has  issued  a  Union  Church,  Picayune,  (Caesar  Orleans  Hospital. 

call  to  prayer  and  solemn  assembly  community)  is  host  church,  G.  A.  He  was  f -  .  V  .  = 

for  its  36  churches  and  all  concerned  McCoy,  pastor.  Chi^h  foMO  yearn.  Otter  pastorates  June  5  at  12^ 

Christians.  “Let  the  Church  Rise”  will  begin  include:  First  Church,  Vancleave;  Hotel  ^  Best  Western,  160  Spnng 

“Let  the  ichurch  Rise”  is  the  theme  May  17,  and  conclude  on  May  18  with  Long  Creek  Church,  Mendian;  Bar-  St^t.  . 
for  a  coming  together  of  those  who  three  sessions.  ton  Church,  Luce^le;  Beulah  and  Maurice  Graham,  a  1OT5  master  of 

believe  that  the  only  answer  is  repen-  For  additional  information,  caU  the  SUoam  Churches,  Magee;  and  several  divimty  gradiwte  of  Midwestern  will 

tance  and  a  turning  back  to  CJ^.  Pearl  River  Baptist  Association,  (601)  other  small  churches  in  the  state.  speak.  He  and  lus  wif^  Laune,  are 

Bob  Anderson,  pastor  of  Parkview  798-2372,  P.  O.  Box  259,  Carriere,  MS.,  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  missioMnes  to  Kuwait. 

Church  Baton  Rouge,  La.;  Gary  or  write  John  Thtum,  cowdinaUw,  The  Ralph  Young  of  Moss  Point,  and  Lunc^n  ticketo  may  1^  reserved 
Srry,  ^sU  of  Ttemple  Church,  Hat-  Intercessors  International,  Inc.,  1112  William  Hi^ley  ai^  Glyni^avis,  both  by  writing  to  tte  Office  of  SemiMir 
tiesbi^  and  Ed  Lyrene,  pastor  from  Parkwood  Circle,  Picayune,  MS.  39466,  of  Wade.  Parkers  son  Wayne  con-  Relations  ^.^west^n  Baptist 
iTairhn^  Ala  are  among  those  (601)  798-9584.  ducted  a  music  program,  and  burial  Theolo^cal  Seminary,  5001  N.  Oak  St. 

iUr Traffirni/av  KsttiRAS  Citv  MO  64118:  OF 
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GET  MORE  FOR  YOUR  MONEY 

WITH 

PREFERRED  RISK  MUTUAL 

V  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


♦  15%  Premiere  Discount  For  Violation  & 
Accident-Free  For  3  Years 

♦  Special  Rate  For  Nondrinkers  And  Nonsmokers 

♦  20%  Good  Student  Credits 


♦  In-House  Claim  Service 

♦  No  Fault  Medical  &  Loss  Of  Income 
Protection 

♦  No  Depreciation  On  New  Car  For  90  Days 


A  GA/Parent  Banquet  was  held  recently  at  Lexie  Church,  Walthall  Associa¬ 
tion.  Pictured,  left  to  right,  front  row.  are  Kayla  Brock,  mission  adventure  one  badge; 
Jade  Brock,  mission  exlventure  one  badge;  tomie  Dillori,  mission  adventure  one  badge 
aiid  foreign  mission  study  certificate;  Kim  Conerly,  guardian  angel  pin;  Amanda  Hill, 
guardian  angel  pin  and  foreign  mission  study  certificate;  Karena  Conerly,  mission 
adventure  two  badge;  Cassie  Hilburn,  guardian  angel  pin;  Brook  McGinnis,  guar¬ 
dian  angel  pin  and  foreign  mission  certificate;  back  row,  Melissa  Boyd,  mission  adven¬ 
ture  six  badge;  Melissa  Brock,  mission  adventure  five  badge;  Patti  Hili,  mission  adven¬ 
ture  badges  three  and  four;  Dena  Dillon,  mission  adventure  badges  four  and  five 
and  foreign  mission  study  certificate. 

Girls  in  Action  were  given  badges  upon  completion  of  grade  level  workbooks.  Foreign 
mission  study  certificates  were  given  to  girls  who  attended  the  book  study  “Cross¬ 
ing  Barriers  With  Love.”  GA  director  is  Lorey  Alford. 

Harold  Bennett, 
pastor,  dies 

Harold  Jack  Bennett,  75,  of— 
Grenada,  died  Feb.  19,  1991,  at  tte 
LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  Southern  Grenada  Lake  Medical  Center. 
Seminary’s  annual  Alumni  and  Bennett  was  the  preacher  at 
Friends  Reunion  Banquet  will  be  held  Dividing  Ridge  Church  in  Coffeeville. 
at  1  p.m.  June  5  in  Atlanta  at  tte  He  graduated  from  Ripley  High 
Georgia  World  Congress  Center’s  School,  attended  Northeast  Mississip- 
Thomas  B.  Murphy  Ballroom.  pi  Juniw  College,  and  graduated  fnwn 

Reunion  banquet  tickets  can  be  ob-  Mississippi  Collie  and  New  Orleans 
tained  by  contacting  tte  seminary’s  Seminary. 

office  of  alumni  relations  at  (8(X))  He  was  a  World  War  II  Air  Force 
626-5525.  In  Kentucky,  call  (502)  veteran.  He  pastored  Calvary  Cliimch, 
897-4700.  Tickets  are  $10  each  if  pur-  Corinth;  Bethany  Church,  Merigold; 
chased  before  May  5.  After  May  5,  Trinity  Cliurch,  Rosedale;  Hardy 
tickets  are  $14  each.  Church,  Grenada ;  First  Church, 

Eudors ;  and  Crossroad  Church  in 

BRYANT  From  page  7  I  h-IH  at  Harriv 

«„ii  tr.  The  funeral  was  held  at  Hardy 

ChuTch  witt  Jim  Jefferies,  Courtney 
stu(li6s  dno  wfls  grBuUBteu  from  nign  cpjw  And  Oafv  BlHck  offici&tinc 
Khool.  aarke  College,  Mississippi  IS/ji^irWa  “Sfe  CeSSS?; 
College,  and  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

His  pastwates  included  East  Heis  survived  by  his  wife,  Mildred 
Lomsville  Church  at  Louisville;  nannatt  if  r ponaHa •  ihrpp 

Roundaway  Church  Di^dsville  and  ^  Wayne  Bennett  rfA  to 

^eral  part-time  churches.  As  dii^-  ^  j  ^  of 

tor  of  missions,  he  served  five  ,  .  nawiH  rtnnran  R«»n 

Misstoppias^ialions  -  Wteton.  ^ 

Riverside,  Scott,  Jones,  and  Calhoun.  anH 

Growing  up  in  a  family  of  eight,  he 

has  not  forgotten  some  advice  given  .  ,  /  __j„  .vp 

him  ^  his  imrente  ^mes  and  Evfe  ^  Baptist  Ch^rd^orlht  St  Ju* 

‘Be  good.”  And  his  dad  often  told  him,  **®"*P'*  ^ 

“Never  mistreat  anyone.”  When  a  lit-  HOmCCOm  IHOS 
Up  hlark  hov  moved  nearhv.  Hollis’  ^ 
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Southern  will  host 
reunion  in  Atlanta 


PEARL 
Andy  Eaton 


HATTIESBURG 
Bob  Curtis 
544-6112 


SOUTHAVEN 
C^v  Hudson 
M2-2034 


MERIDIAN 
Gene  Bryan 


PEARL 
Linda  Nowell 
939-9300 


HATTIESBURG 
Ronnie  Hill 
544-6112 


JACKSON 
Ruth  Granger 
371-184? 


MERIDIAN 
Sandra  Little 
482-8868 


NEW  ALBANY 
James  Rhea 
534-2108 


GULFPORT 
Kent  Johnson 


HATTIESBURG 
Carey  Smith 


COLUMBUS 
Carol  Craven 
327-68% 


“We  Built  A  Career  Just  For  You” 
Preferred  Risk  Insurance  is  expanding  in 
Mississippi.  We  are  seeking  outstanding 
individuals  in  Columbus,  Jackson,  Meridian 
Southaven  and  Tupelo.  No  experience  is 
necessary.  Give  Dennis  Basden  a  call. 


TUPELO 
Eddie  Sullivan 
844-4065 


SALES  MANAGER 
Dennis  Basden 
932-2339 


m  ^  PREFERRED  RISK  MUTUAL 

A  Member  of  Preferred  Risk  Group 
Home  Office:  West  Des  Moines.  Iowa 

America's  nondrinkers  insurance  company! 
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Thursday,  May  9,  1991 


Robert  D.  Lee, 

Biloxi  deacon,  dies  Revival  results 


BAPTISTRIES  ^ 

MOraUUEl^^  HEATEII&  PUMPS 

FACTORY  DIRECT 
TOLL  FREE  NATIONWIDE 
I-SOO-1S1-OS7* 

FBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CXX 
3511  HIXSON  P»<E  •  CHATTANOOGA  TN  37415. 


Robert  Doras  Lee,  74,  640  Wetzel 
Drive,  Biloxi,  Miss.,  died  April  21, 1991, 
in  Biloxi.  Native  of  Starkville.  he  had 
lived  in  Biloxi  40  years. 

He  had  retired  as  civil  service 
maintenance  supervisor  at  Keesler 
Air  Force  Base  after  20  years’  service. 

He  was  a  charter  member  of  Em¬ 
manuel,  Bay  Vista,  and  Brodie  Road 
Baptist  Churches.  He  served  as 
deacon  at  Bay  Vista. 

Survivors  include  his  wife,  Eula 
Lynam  Lee,  Biloxi ;  two  sons,  Roger  pastor. 
Wayne  Lee  of  Saucier  and  David 
Because  of  health  problems,  Jerry  Lynain  Lee  of  Brandon;  a  doubter, 

W.  Stevens,  director  of  missions  for 
Winston  Association,  has  announced 


First  Church,  Collinsville  (Lauder¬ 
dale):  April  7-12;  James  Fancher, 
Jackson,  evangelist;  Jewell  Greer, 
Meridian,  music;  David  L.  Sellers, 
pastor;  two  professions  of  faith. 


names  in 
the  news 


Winston  plans 
reception  for 
retiring  DOM 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  tor  illustrated  price  folder 
"Internationally  known  specialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Box  30S-C  —  Qreonwood,  Mas.  34030 


a|VABVELOUS,^I  MONDAY 

IN  MAYflTroOpm 


his  retirement. 

The  28  churches  of  the  association, 
in  appreciation  for  faithful  service, 
will  hold  a  reception  in  honor  of 
Stevens  and  his  wife,  Bonnie,  on  May 
19,  from  2  until  4  p.m.  in  the  Winston 
Baptist 


Revival  dates 


Association  building, 
^|f  Louisville.  The  pubic  is  invited. 

Woodville  Heights  Church,  Jackson  .  Stevens  has  director  of  mis- 
celebrated  Pastor  Appreciation  Day  on  J"  Winston  A^ociatipn  sinre 

Sunday.  April  28.  Duck  Muse,  chairman  Before  then,  he  had  seiwed 

of  deawr^.  presented  Hueston  Adkins,  Pastorates  at  C^vary,  Columbus; 
pastor,  a  plaque  for  five  years  of  service  t^*?**;  Nicholson,  and  Midway 

and  a  kjve  offering  check.  A  reception  was  Clu^h,  Pontotoc.  ♦  u-  -e 

held  following  the  evening  service  to 

honor  Adkins  and  his  wife,  Amie.  paduat^  from  Blue  Mountain  Col¬ 

lege  and  attended  New  Orleans 
Paul  E.  Robertson  was  named  Seminary.  Saltillo  Church  ordained 
associate  professor  of  theology  at  New  him  to  the  ministry  in  1970. 

Orleans  Seminary  during  a  recent  an-  He  and  Bonnie  are  the  parents  of 
nual  meeting  of  two  daughters,  Sheri  Dawn  and  Traci 
the  seminary’s  Lynn, 
board  of  trustees.  , 

Robertson,  a  ' '' ' 

native  of  Jackson  m 
VanNuys^ 


Wildwood  Church,  Tupelo:  May 
13-17;  7  p.m.  nightly;  Danny  Sparks, 
Thrasher  Church,  Booneville, 
evangelist;  Mitch  Robbins,  Wildwood 
(Church,  music;  Don  Sparks,  pastor. 

Rocky  Point  Church,  Carthage: 
May  10-12;  7  p.m.  nightly  and  11  a.m. 
Sunday;  Garland  McKee,  director, 
Evangelism  Department,  Mississippi 
Baptist  (Convention  Board,  evangelist; 
Welton  Madden,  music;  Robert 
Parish,  pastor. 

First  (Church,  Lake:  May  12-16;  Sun¬ 
day,  11  a.m.,  7  p.m.;  Mon.-Thurs.,  7:30 
p.m.;  Chuck  Moody,  First  (Church, 
Morton,  evangelist;  John  Yato,  full¬ 
time  music  evangelist,  music;  Ken 
McLemore,  pastor. 

Mt.  Nebo  Church,  Collinsville 
(Newton):  May  12-16;  Sunday,  11  a.m. 
and  7  nightly;  Danny  Lanier, 
evangelist;  Paul  Chaney,  music 
evangelist;  Michael  Truhett,  pastor. 

Heidelberg  Church,  Heidelberg 
(Jasper):  May  12-14;  Sunday  ser¬ 
vices,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.,  and  dinner 
served;  Mon.-'Tues.,  10  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.;  Kevin  Hand,  Tickfaw,  La., 
evangelist;  Nick  Davis,  music;  J.  W. 
lynes,  pastor,  will  coinplete  his  34th 
year  at  the  Heidelberg  (Church  in  June 


MAIN  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

1101  N.  MAIN  ST. 

HATTIE$6UR0,M$ 


MORGAN 


Van  Lines  Inc. 


Calif., 
editor 

Theological  Edu¬ 
cator,  the 

seminary’s  journal 
of  theory  and 
ministry.  From 
1966  to  1990  Robertson  served  as  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  seminary’s  doctor  of 
ministry  degree  and  continuing 
education  programs. 

A  graduate  of  New  Orleans 
Seminary  with  both  master  of  divini¬ 
ty  and  doctor  of  theolo^  degrees, 
Robertson  received  Jiis  bachelor  of 
arts  degree  from  Mississippi  (College. 

Brenda  Haggard  Lee,  daughter  of 
Hugh  Haggard  and  the  late  LeliaJ^g- 
gard,  has  recently  been  named 
^  ^employee  of  the 
from 


THE  GREATEST  NAME  IN  MOVING!  bu»nh^ 


Robertson 


free  located  at  HWY  as  SCXJTH  since  MPS  3137 
ICC  MC682  ESTIMATES  BOONEVILLE.  MISS  38829  1953  ICC  MC144474 


Bonnie  and  Jerry  Stevens 


For  a  FREE  quota  call  Toll  Free 

1-800-435-2508  725^24 


BYPU  BTU  REUNION 

Ridgecrest 

July  20-26, 1991 


■■^^^^Hjllll^month 

^^^^HpP|B||among  108  fellow 
^^^H^^^^Kmployecs  at  the 
^^^Ev^^t^baptist  Spanish 
^H||Hr«PvV^blishing  House 
^  El  Paso,  'Texas, 
ferenda,  along  with 
Xher  husband,  P.D., 
r  serve  as  career 
missionaries  with 
the  Foreign  Mis- 
Lee  sion  Board  in  the 

Spanish  publication  ministry.  She  is 
presently  working  as  assistant  to  her 
husband,  who  is  director  of  the  Infor¬ 
mation  Processing  Department.  The 
Lees,  natives  of  Starkville,  are  former 
missionaries  to  Spain.  In  addition  to 
her  *^ponsibilities  iffHhe  Baptist 
Spanish  Publishing  House,  she  has 


Garland  Eaves  of  Fellowship 
(Church,  Mathiston,  has  resigned  due 
to  ill  health.  His  new  address  is  Rt.  2, 
Box  237,  Eupora,  MS  39744.  Phone 
number  is  258-7842. 

First  Church,  Sardis  announces  the 
arrival  of  its  new  pastor,  Jerry  San¬ 
ford.  Sanford  and  his  family  moved  to 
Sardis  April  16 

where  he  had  serv- 
ed  as  pastor  of  Mt. 
I  Horeb  (Church  for 

^  his  Plication  at 

(College  and  South- 
•  western  Seminary. 
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r  Registration  and  Cost  Information,  contact:  For  Program  Information,  Contact 

Igecrest  Baptist  Conierence  Center  Reunion 

j28  Discipleship  Training  Department 

Wrest  NC  28770  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board 

4-669-^22  127  9th  Ave.,  N. 

Nashville.  TN  37234 
'  615-251-2842 


served  for  two  years  as  minister  of 
music  of  Loma  Tterrace  (Church.  The 
Lees  have  two  children,  Tferry,  an  in¬ 
structor  at  Mississippi  State  Univer¬ 
sity,  and  Christy,  who  is  working  on  Cowart  Church.  Charleston,  called 
a  degree  at  the  Cleveland  Insitute  of  «p  'polbert  as  pastor,  effective 

Music  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  p^b.  1.  A  native  of  Ripley,  Tenn.,  his 

Hardy  Denham  of  Hattiesburg  con-  previous  place  of  semce  was  I^s- 
tinues  to  serve  as  minister  in  ant  Grove  (Church,  (Covington, 
residence  at  William  Carey  (College.  He  receii^  his  education ^m  Union 
It  is  not  his  “previous”  plare  of  ser-  University,  Jackson,  Tenn.  and 
vice  as  written  in  last  week’s  Baptist  Midwestern  Seminary,  Kansas  City, 
Record  “staff  changes”  column.  The  Mo.,  where  he  also  served  as  a 
item  announced  correctly  that  he  is  counselor  at  the  Baptist  Hospital.  He 
interim  pastor  at  Wildwood  (Church,  is  trained  in  pastoral  counseling,  mar- 
Laurel.  riage^  and  family  therapy. 
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‘‘Building  a 

By  Benny  Still 
Ephesians  2:11-22 

It  was  Dwight  L.  Moody  who  said,  “The  world 
has  yet  to  see  what  God  can  do  in  a  life  that  is 
totally  committed  to  him."  Tb  say  our  lives  are 
totally  committed  to  God  is 
a  paradox  indeed.  The  truth 
is  that  we  want  our  lives  to 
be  totally  committed  to  the 
Lord,  but  accomplishing 
that  feat  is  quite  a  different 
matter.  At  the  disposal  of 
every  born-again  believer  is 
an  arsenal  of  tools  made 
available  through  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  God  which  enable 
us  to  become  anything  we 
desire  to  be  for  the  glory  of 
God  —  utilization  of  these  gifts  is  the  key!  We 
who  have  new  life  in  Christ  constitute  a  new 
type  of  humanity  who  have  been  united  in 
peaceful  and  harmonious  fellowship.  The  pur¬ 
pose  of  this  week’s  lesson  is  to  help  us  evaluate 
how  free  we  are  of  attitudes  that  lead  to 
divisiveness  and  antagonism  among  Christians. 

In  verses  11-12  Paul  reminds  us  that  any  pre¬ 
judice  that  builds  walls  between  persons  and 
separates  them  into  divisive  groups  is  built  on 


new  humanity,”  redeemed  in  Christ 


LIFE  AND  WORK 

the  false  rationale  that  God  prefers  some 
groups  to  others.  Peter’s  words  recorded  in  Acts 
10:34-35  speak  to  this  idea:  “I  now  realize  how 
true  it  is  that  God  does  not  show  favoritism  but 
accepts  men  from  every  nation  who  fear  him 
and  do  what  is  right”  (NIV).  The  KJV  says  it 
this  way:  “God  is  no  respecter  of  persons  .  . .’’ 
If  God’s  words  spoken  through  his  divinely  in¬ 
spired  writers  are  true,  then  there  is  no  place 
for  religious  or  racial  discrimination  in  the 
Christian  community.  Such  is  simply  not  accep¬ 
table  to  God.  Also  in  verse  12  we  see  that  the 
wrong  application  of  religious  truths  can  hinder 
the  divine  purpose  for  all  people  and  cause 
spiritual  depravation  of  the  high^t  order.  Here 
he  reminds  the  Jewish  portion  of  the  Ephesian 
congregation  what  happened  to  them  as  a  peo¬ 
ple  when  they  wandered  in  the  wilderness 
disobi^ient  to  God’s  command.  Could  our 
“Christian”  America  be  on  the  brink  of  a 
similar  period  of  wandering?  There  seem  to  be 
more  spiritually  depraved  people  in  our  land 
these  days  than  not. 

God’s  work  of  salvation  not  only  changes  in¬ 


ships.  As  persons  draw  near  to  God  they  can 
also  draw  near  to  one  another  (v.  13).  My 
parents  used  to  tell  me  that  no  matter  who  a 
person  was  or  what  he  had  done,  there  was 
always  something  good  to  be  found  in  that  per¬ 
son  because  it  was  for  him/her,  too,  that  Christ 
died.  That  idea  has  always  stimulated  me  to 
seek  out  the  good  in  a  person.  Sometimes  it’s 
extremely  hard  to  find  that  good  —  but  God 
knows  where  it  is,  and  we  should  never  give  up 
trying!  He  never  gave  up  on  us,  did  he?  That 
says  a  lot  for  God’s  grace,  and  the  example  that 
we  ought  to  emulate  in  our  Christian  living.  I 
wonder  if  in  heaven  there  will  be  those  pouting 
in  their  mansions  and  refusing  to  gather  to 
praise  God  because  they  heard  that  someone 
from  beneath  their  social  class  made  it  to 
heaven  that  they  weren’t  expecting.  In  heaven 
there  will  be  no  “big  I’s”  and  “little  you’s.” 
Seems  to  this  writer  we’d  better  be  getting  us¬ 
ed  to  it  down  here  so  there  won’t  be  such  culture 
shock  up  there!!! 

In  Christ’s  death  and  through  redemption  of 
people,  God  has  broken  down  all  walls  that 
divide  and  separate  He  has  built  a  new  humani¬ 
ty  where  all  divisive  distinctions  and  all  an¬ 
tagonistic  feelings  are  abolished,  thus 


establishing  peace  (vv.  14-15).  Only  God  can  do 
that!  He  is  some  kind  of  awesome,  isn’t  he? 

There  are  some  denominations  who  boast 
that  unless  one  is  a  member  of  their  particular 
group,  he  can’t  go  to  heaven.  Can  you  imagine 
the  lookS'On  their  faces  after  a  few  thousand 
years  of  praising  God  in  their  own  little  building 
when  they  look  outside  and  see  that  they’re  not 
by  themselves?  This  new  humanity  —  folks 
redeemed  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  bom-again 
folks,  the  new  people  of  God  —  live  in  a  world 
without  walls.  As  the  church,  they  have  as  their 
goal  the  reconciliation  of  the  whole  world  to  God 
(vv.  16-18).  The  new  humanity  shares  the 
privileges  and  blessings  of  redemption  as  il¬ 
lustrated  by  (1)  the  unity  of  a  new  spiritual  na¬ 
tion,  (2)  the  intimate  relationships  of  a  family, 
and  (3)  the  coming  together  of  a  great  temple 
with  Christ  as  the  cornerstone  (w.  19-22).  This 
new  and  redeemed  humanity^  the  church  built 
upon  and  in  Christ  through  the  Spirit,  is  to  be 
the  dwelling  place  of  God  in  the  world  (vv. 
21-22). 

If  the  ground  at  the  foot  of  the  cross  is  not 
level  in  your  church  or  mind,  perhaps  we  should 
call  ih  the  bulldozers! 

Still  is  pastor.  Poplar  Springs  Church, 
Mendenhall.  ' 


Bathsheba  and  David;  sin’s  bitter  consequences 


By  Jerry  Vardaman 
2  Sam.  10:1-12:31;  1  Chron.  19:1-20:3 
It  is  not  correct  to  say  that  all  suffering  is  due 
to  sin.  It  can  be  correctly  said  that  all  sin  will 
surely  cause  suffering.  In  this  lesson  we  note 
the  adultery  of  Bathsheba 
and  David.  Apparently,  the 
relationship  was  brou^t  on 
by  the  aggressiveness  of 
David,  but  Bathsheba  can 
not  be  cleared  of  all  blame 
and  must  have  been  a  will¬ 
ing  participant  in  the  affair. 
As  it  was  in  David’s  time,  the 
saine  is  normally  true  today. 
HbtfT’ parties  involved  in 
such  affairs  usually  can  be 
blamed,  though  doubtless 
one  partner  can  be  identified  as  the  more  ag¬ 
gressive  in  such  matters. 

One  of  the  most  notable  [wtterns  of  sin  can 
be  traced  in  the  case  of  David,  but  this  pattern 
runs  true  in  every  life  under  the  control  of  sin. 
It  is  this:  one  sin  practiced  leads  to  other,  more 
serious  sins.  David  is  described  as  an  idle  man 
—  gazing  around  on  his  roof  top  while  his 
soldiers  are  engaged  in  battle  against  the  Am¬ 
monites.  He  was  smitten  with  lust  whCT  he 
noticed  in  a  near-by  location  a  beautiful  woman 
bathing.  Her  name  (he  discovered)  was 
Bathsheba,  and  her  husband  was  away  — 
fighting  David’s  wars!  This  was  a  perfect  op- 
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portunity  for  David  to  indulge  in  sexual 
pleasures  —  and  he  was  not  slow  in  following 
through  and  carrying  out  the  act  of  adultery. 

David  now  practiced  deceit.  When  he 
discovered  that  his  adultery  with  Bathsheba 
resulted  in  her  being  pregnant  by  him,  he  decid¬ 
ed  to  make  it  appear  that  her  husband  was  the 
father  of  the  coming  child.  He  brought  Uriah 
home  from  Rabbath  Ammon  (this  city  is  Am¬ 
man  today,  the  capital  of  Jordan).  E)avid  at¬ 
tempted  everything,  but  his  efforts  to  deceive 
did  not  wOlrk.  Soldiers  were  to  abstain  from  sex¬ 
ual  relationships  with  their  wives  if  battles  were 
being  fought  by  their  comrades  (cf.  1  Sam. 
21:5).  To  the  utter  confusion  of  David  Uriah  is 
faithful  to  his  military  obligations  and  does  not 
venture  into  his  house  to  visit  Bathsheba. 

In  the  King  James  Version  of  1  Sam.  21:5, 
there  is  a  transmissional  error.  The  passage 
(briefly  alluded  to  above)  should  read  in  full 

.  .  all  of  the  young  men  are  holy,  even  when 
it  is  a  common  exp^ition,  how  much  more  to¬ 
day  will  all  be  holy?”  This  reading  is  based  on 
the  discovery  of  the  oldest  copy  of  a  biblical 
book  at  Qumran  —  the  Samuel  Scroll  of  Cave 
IV  —  which  contains  the  correct  readings  (the 
words  “vessels”  and  “all”  in  Hebrew  are  easi¬ 


ly  confused).  This  reading  shows  tlmt  all 
soldiers  refrained  from  sexual  relationship  with 
their  wives  in  times  of  conflict.  Uriah  was 
behaving  as  discipline  required. 

David  now  resorts  to  murder.  One  is  remind¬ 
ed  of  the  same  pattern  in  Shakespeare’s 
MacBeth.  Lady  MacBeth  stirred  up  the  fires  of 
ambition  in  her  husband.  If  MacBeth  would  kill 
Duncan  the  king,  THEN  MacBeth  could  be 
king.  One  sin  led  to  another  sin  ending  in  David 
killing  Uriah,  making  it  look  as  though  an  ac¬ 
cident  overtook  the  hapless  soldier.  He  had  ar¬ 
ranged  with  his  commander,  Joab,  to  place 
Uriah  the  Hittite  in  the  path  of  danger,  and  sure 
to  his  purpose,  the  fuU-iury  of  harm  fell  on 
Uriah  and  he  was  killed.  No  tme  must  know  — 
so  thought  David.  But  Joab  knew,  and 
Bathsheba  knew.  Soon  those  around  the  house 
of  David  knew.  Soon  all  of  Jerusalem  knew. 
Soon  Nathan  the  prophet  knew.  Soon  the  entire 
country  knew.  'Today  the  entire  world  knows 
about  his  sinful  affair.  Instead  of  learning  from 
the  mistake  of  David  and  Bathsheba  we  see 
people  following  the  same  lifestyle  as  though 
God  in  heaven  will  not  judge  and  does  not  care. 
“Be  sure  your  sins  will  find  you  out”  (Num. 
32:23)  is  the  word  of  the  Lord  concerning  sroret 
sins,  and  David  was  not  to  be  an  exception. 

Nathan  was  very  tactful  in  his  accusation  of 
David.  It  is  easier  for  us  to  see  sins  in  others 
than  in  ourselves.  Nathan  resorted  to  a  parable 
of  a  rich  man  who  had  great  flocks.  Yet  the  rich 


man  stole  the  pet  sheep  of  a  poor  man  and  ate 
it.  “What  should  happen  to  such  a  scoundrel?” 
Nathan  asked.  David  fell  into  his  trap  and  con¬ 
demn^  himself :  “As  the  Lord  lives,  the  man 
who  has  done  this  deserves  to  die . .  .”  (2  Sam. 
12:5).  All  at  once  David  began  to  see  the  enor¬ 
mity  of  his  sin,  and,  when  he  confessed  it,  at 
the  same  time  he  repudiated  it.  ’This  is  why  God 
could  forgive  and  finally  restore  David  to  a  posi¬ 
tion  of  usefulness.  But  even  forgiven  sin  can 
have  consequences.  Jesus  forgave  the  thief  on 
the  cross,  but  still  that  thief  died  for  his  past 
acts  of  crime.  David’s  house  would  suffer  un¬ 
ending  grief  and  sorrow  due  to  his  sin.  One 
lesson  should  be  learned  from  this  sad  chapter 
in  David’s  life.  Sin  never  brings  blessings  into 
any  life.  Rather,  sin  always  results  in  bitter 
consequences. 

The  account  we  read  of  David  is,  unfortunate¬ 
ly,  not  an  isolated  event.  May  God  in  his  mer¬ 
cy,  teach  America  again  today  that  no  one 
hardens  himself  against  God  and  prospers  (Job 
9:4).  Of  course  this  was  not  a  continuous, 
repeated  affair  in  the  life  of  David.  Even  this 
one  deviation  and  turning  from  God-honoring 
behavior,  however,  had  disastrous  consequences 
for  the  rest  of  his  life  and  haunted  his  household 
after  his  death.  May  we  as  God’s  children  to¬ 
day  vow  that  David’s  pattern  of  life  here  will 
not  be  ours. 

Vardaman  is  professor  of  archaeology, 
Mississippi  State  University. 


Affectionately  and  effectively  fulfilling  our  ministry 


By  Ruth  N.  Allen 
2  Corinthians  4:1-2,  7-18 
In  1951  General  Douglas  MacArthur,  after  be¬ 
ing  relieved  of  command  by  President  'Truman, 
returned  home  to  an  American  hero’s  welcome. 

His  farewell  speech  before  a 
joint  meeting  of  Congress 
was  a  very  memorable 
event.  He  received  a  stand¬ 
ing  ovation  as  he  concluded 
with  a  line  from  an  old  bar¬ 
racks  ballad,  which  said, 
“Old  soldiers  never  die,  they 
just  fade  away.”  However, 
just  prior  to  those  words, 
MacArthur  said  something 
far  more  significant.  He 
stated  that  he  had  done  his 
duty  for  his  country,  as  God  had  given  him 
understanding.  In  essence,  he  was  saying  essen¬ 
tially  the  same  as  Paul  states  in  our  study 
passage.  MacArthur  had  fulfilled  his  God-given 
ministry  of  service  to  his  country.  He  believed 
he  had  effectively  as  well  as  affectionately  serv¬ 
ed  his  country. 

A  “minister”  is  one  who  “executes  the  com¬ 
mands  of  another  or  is  a  servant.”  'The  ministiy 
of  Jesus  which  he  passed  on  to  his  followers  is 
“to  cause  people  to  obtain  and  be  governed  by 
the  Holy  Spirit”  ('Thayer).  Since  all  Christians 
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are  ministers,  their  ministry,  differing  only  in 
time,  place,  and  people,  is  identical  to  Jesus' 
ministry.  All  believers  are  to  affectionately  and 
effectivejjiiulfill  their  ministr>-  of  “causing  peo¬ 
ple  to  begwerned  by  the  Holy  Spirit.” 

All  who  minister  for  Jesus  will  want  to  be  able 
to  say  with  Paul,  “I  have  fought  a  good  fight, 
I  have  finished  the  race,  I  have  kept  the  faith” 
(2  Timothy  4:7).  Paul  assures  his  readers  of 
God’s  sustaining  power  and  admonishes  them 
not  to  lose  heart. 

In  Westminster  Abbey,  on  a  marble  tablet 
which  bears  the  portraits  of  John  and  Charles 
Wesley,  is  this  inscription  —  “God  buries  the 
workers,  but  carries  on  the  work.”  When  Moses 
died,  the  Israelites  despaired  of  their  future ; 
but  the  Lord  “raised  up  Joshua”  to  carry  on  the 
work.  When  Joshua  died,  others  were  ready  to 
take  over.  When  great  national  leaders  and 
great  religious  leaders  die,  often  a  feeling  of  ap¬ 
prehension  arises;  however,  the  Lord  “raises  up 
a  Joshua,”  and  the  work  goes  on  —  sometimes 
better  than  before.  'Therefore,  each  believer  has 
a  ministry  to  fulfill  with  God’s  promise  to  em- 
pMwer.  Gi^’s  expectation  is  for  his  people  to  be 
faithful  in  ministry. 


Several  factors  emerge  to  assure  believers  of 
God’s  power  fo  fulfill  successfully  their 
ministries.  Possession  of  the  knowledge  of 
God’s  presence  empowers  believers  to  endure 
hardships  and  frustrations. 

1.  Paul  says  in  4:7,  “We  have  this  treasure  in 
earthen  vessels.”  However,  Plummer 
paraphrases  the  truth  as,  ‘The  knowledge  is 
limitless,  but  it  is  stored  in  unlikely  recep¬ 
tacles.”  Verse  6  states,  “For  God,  who  said,  ‘let 
light  shine  out  of  darkness,’  made  his  light  shine 
in  our  hearts  to  give  us  the  light  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of 
Christ.”  Therefore,  God  has  entrusted  believers 
with  the  knowledge  of  his  glory,  a  glory  to  be 
reflected  to  all  people. 

Believers  cannot  afford  to  hide  the  light  of  the 
glory  of  God,  as  reflected  in  the  discovery  of 
the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls,  which  occurred  in  the  late 
'40s  and  early  ’50s.  'Treasured  copies  of  the 
scripture  were  stored  in  hidden  clay  jars,  and 
for  centuries  the  world  was  denied  access  to 
these.  'Thus,  Christians  must  never  allow  hard¬ 
ships  and  trials  to  dim  the  glorious  light  of  Clod. 

2.  Fulfilling  one’s  ministry  is  proportionate 
to  one’s  faith  and  belief  in  the  saving  power  of 
Christ.  Paul  quotes  frmn  the  psalmtsC  “I  believ¬ 
ed,  therefore,  I  have  spoken”  (Psalm  116:10). 
Fhith  and  trust  in  Jesus  and  his  power,  as  shown 


in  his  resurrection,  is  the  determining  factor  in 
fulfillment  of  one’s  ministry.  All  believers  are 
promised  to  be  raised  with  Jesus  and  stand  in 
the  presence  of  God.  Faith  in  (Jod’s  promise  is 
the  impetus  for  speaking  forth  for  him  and  the 
power  which  emboldens  and  sustains  through 
despair,  hardships,  and  trials. 

God  also  rewards  a  faithful  ministry  with  a 
harvest  of  more  thankful  people.  “Therefore,  we 
do  not  lose  heart”  (4:16). 

'To  hear  Jesus’  sayings  does  pot  involve  get¬ 
ting  out  of  the  easy  chair  of  lazy  self¬ 
satisfactions;  to  do  them  requires  strengthen¬ 
ing  our  moral  muscles  for  action.  In  Jesus’ 
judgment,  there  can  be  no  substitute  for  “do¬ 
ing.”  The  world’s  masters  of  literature  win  its 
coveted  verdict  with,  “Well  said!”  'To  the 
philosopher  the  commendation  is,  “Well 
thought!”  However,  fine  speech  and  fine 
thought  are  not  in  themselves  sufficient  to  win 
the  approval  of  Jesus.  Believers,  fulfilling  the 
ministry  given  by  Jesus,  must  express 
themselves  in  fine  living.  'The  approving  ver¬ 
dict  of  Jesus  is  reserved  for  those  to  whom  he 
can  say,  “Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant!  ” 
Which  represents  more  accurately  your  a* 
titude  toward  fulfilling  your  ministry?  Is  it  youi 
speech,  thoughts,  or  your  acts? 

Allen  lives  in  Jackson. 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memory.  MaiQ^  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hope¬ 
fully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have 
been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


MEMORIALS 
March  1,  1991  - 
March  31,  1991 

Mrs.  Jeanette  Burford 
Grantham 

Mrs.  Bobbie  Broadus 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  P.  Gillespie 
Mrs.  Doris  Grantham 
Mrs.  Bea  Harthcock 
Mrs.  Bernard  B.  Jones 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  B.  M.  Lammons 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bill  Rollins 
The  Lewis  H.  Buford  Family 
Mrs.  Howard  (Jeanette  IViry) 
Green 

Mrs.  Mary  Allred 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  H.  Garth 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Elarl  Daniels 
Mrs.  Henry  Mullen 
Mrs.  Ouida  B.  Downer 
Mrs.  Betty  C.  Jones 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Floyd  Howard 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Jerry  H.  Smith  & 
Ronald 

Mr  &  Mrs.  Lee  Howard 
Mrs.  John  R.  Booth 
Mrs.  Inez  Ervin 
Gleaners  SS,  FBC  Crystal 
Springs 

Golden  Circle  SS,  FBC, 
Crystal  Springs 
Mrs.  Lloyd  W.  Kitchens 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  James  E.  Little 
Mrs.  D.  F  Gates 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Howard 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Clarence  B. 
Minyard 
Robbie  Greer 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dewayne  Stevens 
.Mrs.  Ona  GrifriUi 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Larry  W.  Magee 
Mrs.  Henrietta  Grubbs 
Mrs.  Mary  B.  Ford 
Mrs.  Robert  Grubbs 
Miss  Frances  French 
Mrs.  Helen  Hailey 
Mrs.  Merle  Hux 
Mrs.  Pam  Massa 
Mrs.  DtHina  Smith  ' 

Mrs.  Ttoy  C.  Hailey 
Betty,  Alan  Fulgham 
(juinton.  Bee,  Marie,  Jerry 
Fulgham 

Mrs.  Graham  L.  Hales.  Sr. 

Mrs.  Edith  C.  Smith 
Miss  Janet  C.  Smith 
Mrs.  Gladys  Murray  Hales 
Mrs.  Mildred  Gray  Marchetti 
Mrs.  Helen  Haley 
Dorcas  SS.  FBC  Hazlehurst 
Mrs.  Troy  Haley 
Mrs.  John  Epperson 
Mrs.  W.  J.  Selman 
Mrs.  Marrell  Hall 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Billy  J.  Williams 
Ibmmy  Hamilton 
Graeber  Brothers.  Inc. 

Mrs.  Cathy  W.  Hammond 
Mr  li  Mrs.  James  W 
Hammond 
Mr.  J.  D.  Hankins 
Mr.  <1  Mrs.  Clifford  E. 
Trussell 

Mrs.  Virginia  Louise  Hanlin 
Mrs.  Hazel  P.  Banister 
Mrs.  Kitty  Hargrove 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Harold  M.  Stone 
Mr.  Dean  Harlan 
Mr  George  E.  Whitfield 
Mr  James  M.  Whitfield 
Mr.  W.  L.  Harlow 
Mrs.  Montez  S.  Watts 
Mr.  J.  L.  HaUicock 
Mrs.  Evie  D.  Ttimer 
Ms.  Eva  M.  Turner 
Marion  Hays 
Mrs.  Donnis  W.  Hays 


Mrs.  Moody  Helms 
Mrs.  Katherine  B.  Helms 
Mrs.  Andie  Henderson 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Earl  Gillon 
Richard  Henderson 
Mrs.  Ralph  IVaxler 
Lorraine  HewiU 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Drew  Jefcoat 
Mrs.  Lorene  Hewitt 
Mrs.  Eugenia  Martin 
Sadie  HUI 

Mrs.  Edna  Earle  Coats 


Mr.  Andy  N.  Hisscox 
Mrs.  Arm  B.  Carter 
Berry  Elton  Hoggatt 
Lisa  Rutledge 
Mrs.  Leah  Starnes 
Mrs.  Callie  Hogue 
Mrs.  Mary  B.  Ford 
Jack  Holcomb 
Oenshaw  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Elmer  Holmes 
Mrs.  Elmer  E.  Holmes 


Mrs.  Leoia  Biggers  Holmes 
Harry  Hall  SS.  FBC 
Greenwood 
Mr.  Hoad 

Mrs.  Eugenia  Martin 
Dr.  F.  K.  Honan 
Ruth  Sunday  School, 
Oakburst  BC 
Mrs.  Byrd  Houslan 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Douglas  Aultman 
Mrs.  Eugenia  Martin 
Mrs.  Lura  Howard 
Mis.  K.  B.  Fowler  Jr. 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Lewis 
Mrs.  Nancy  Howard 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Robert  H. 
(hleman 
Thomas  Howard 
MS  Proaecutors  Association 
Mrs.  Manrice  Beard  Hunt 
Dorcus  SS,  FBC  Mount  Olive 
Mrs.  Mary  Pace  Hurst 
Mr.  Irving  E.  Rathbun 
Edith  Laveile  Hutchins 
Mrs.  Berry  R;  Givens 
Mr.  Jack  Irving 
Mrs.  Susan  Bush 
Mrs.  Estelle  Jackson 
Trinity  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  H.  R.  James 
Adult  5  SS,  aiff  Ibmple  BC 
Roland  Jarskey 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  D.  Allen 
Mrs.  Ruth  Jennings 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Billy  J.  Williams 
Mr.  Ross  Johnson 
Mrs.  Cindy  Crain 


Mr.  W.  E.  Jahnson 
Mr.  Ii  Mrs.  Seab  Reynolds 
Mr.  Bryant  Jones 
Mr.  David  Anderson 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  John  M.  Mabry 
Sr. 

Mr.  David  Janes 
Ms.  Pauline  Kilgore 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hawkins  Jones 
Mrs.  Nona  Fortenberry 


March  1,  1991  - 
March  31,  1991 

continued 

Mrs.  Peach  Finley 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Barney  R.  Cook 
Berry  Elton  Hoggatt 
Lisa  Rutledge 
Mrs.  Leah  Starnes 
Mrs.  Callie  Hogue 
Mrs.  Mary  B.  Ford 
Jack  Holcomb 
Crenshaw  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Elmer  Holmes 
Mrs.  Elmer  E.  Holmes 
Mrs.  Leoia  Biggers  Holmes 
Harry  HaU,  SS,  FBC 
Greenwood 
Mr.  Hood 

Mrs.  Eugenia  Martin 
Dr.  t.  K.  Horton 
Ruth  Sunday  School, 
Oakhuist  BC 


Mrs.  Byrd  HoMtoo 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Douglas  Aultman 
Mrs.  Eugenia  Martin 
Mrs.  Lura  Howard 
Mrs.  K.  B.  Fowler  Jr. 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Lewis 
Mrs.  Nancy  Howard 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Robert  H. 

Oileman  ' 

Thomas  Howard 
MS  Prosecutors  Association 
Mrs.  Maurice  Beard  Hunt 
Dorcas  SS,  FBC  Mount  Olive 
Mrs.  Mary  Pace  Hurst 
Mr.  Irving  E.  Rathbun 
Edith  Laveile  Hutchins 
Mrs.  Berry  R.  Givens 
Mr.  Jack  Irving 
Mrs.  Susan  Bush 
Mrs.  Estelle  Jackson 
Trinity  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  H.  R.  James 
Adult  5  SS,  Cliff  Ihmple  BC 
Roland  Jarskey 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  D.  Allen 
Mrs.  Ruth  Jennings 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Billy  J.  Williams 
Mr.  Ross  Johnson 
Mrs.  Cindy  Crain 
Mr.  W.  E.  Johnson 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Seab  Reynolds 
Mr.  Bryant  Jones 
Mr.  David  Anderson 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  John  M.  Mabry 
Sr. 

Mr.  David  Jones 
Ms.  Pauline  Kilgore 


Mrs.  Ehiabelh  Hawkins  Jones 
Mrs.  Nona  Fortenberry 
Mrs.  Ernest  Jones 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  J.  W.  Purvis  Sr. 
Mr.  W.  W.  Jordan 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Kirk  P.  Thomas 
Mrs.  Blanche  Joyner 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Amos  V.  Collins 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  H.  E.  Dawkins 
Mr.  Gerald  Kees 
Mrs.  Berry  R.  Givens 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Spring 
Fifty  Plus  aub,  Fair  River 
BC 

Mrs.  Frances  Kellum 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Douglas  Aultman 
Mr.  Richard  King 
Mrs.  Ruby  S.  Boggan 
Mrs.  Myrtis  King 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Roger  B.  Johnson 
Mrs.  Maude  Ann  Kyle 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Truman  Aldridge 
Dr.  Jewel  Kyiar 
Baraca  SS,  FBC  Greenwood 
Mrs.  Helen  Kyzar 
Rev.  k  Mrs.  James  A.  Case  k 
Family 

Gloria  LaBorde 
Mrs.  Helen  Creed 
Mr.  Harry  Lackey 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Amos  V.  Collins 
Mr.  Homer  Lane 
Mrs.  AUine  Salter 

(To  be  continued) 


MOTHER’S  DAY  OFFERING 


A  Place  to  Find  Love  .  .  . 

THE  BAPTIST  CHILDREN’S  VILLAGE 

For  almost  1CX3  years.  The  Baptist  Chil<dren's  Village  has  pro¬ 
vided  a  place  where  hurting  children  can  find  the  love  and 
C(3re  they  so  desperately  need. 

CXir  Stan  is  composed  ot  individuals  who  are  not  only  pro¬ 
fessionals  in  their  tielids,  but  who  are  Christians  deeply  con¬ 
cerned  about  helping  those  who  come  to  us.  Understanding, 
acceptcmce,  and  love  —  these  are  the  things  we  w(3nt  to  share 
with  those  who  come  to  us  tor  help.  These  are  the  things  we 
have  because  ot  Jesus  Christ. 

Statewide  Goal  $320,000.00 


It  is  through  the  continued  expression  ot  love,  priayer  and 
support  ot  Mississippi  Baptists  that  The  Baptist  Children's 
Village  has  toithtully  shared  Gkxl's  love  since  1897. 

You  may  give  your  donation  through  your  local  Baptist 
Church  or  mail  it  directly  to: 


The  BopUft  ChlkU:Gn's  Village 
P.  O.  Box  27 
Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 


Date  rape  is  common  occurrence  for  young  women 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Seventeen- 
year-old  Laura  was  flattered  that  an 
“older  man”  at  work  asked  her  for  a 
date. 

“He  even  asked  me  out  again,”  she 
said.  “And  nothing  happened  on  those 
two  dates  to  make  me  think  anything 
was  wrong.  He  was  a  perfect 
gentleman.” 

Still,  Laura  (not  her  real  name)  did 
not  tell  her  parents  about  her  friend 
because  he  was  nine  years  older.  At  26, 
he  would  be  considered  too  old  for  a 
high  school  girl.  She  lied  to  her 
parents  to  get  out  of  the  house  and 
meet  him  for  their  third  and  final 
date.  That  meeting  would  leave  Laura 
with  emotional  scars  that  would  take 
years  to  heal. 

“We  went  to  the  fair  that  night,”  she' 
remembered.  “All  the  fun  rides,  cot- 
toh  candy,  holding  hands  in  the 
moonlight  —  how  romantic.  But  as  the 
lights  were  going  out,  we  headed  to 
the  car  which  he  parked  far  away 
from  everything. 

“He  shoved  me  in  the  back  seat  of 
the  car  and  started  tearing  at  my 
clothes^  He  had  a  gun  in  the  floor¬ 
board  and  let  me  know  he  would  use 
it  if  I  didn’t  cooperate.  I  fought  for 
awhile  but  I  knew  I  was  making  him 
mad  enough  to  really  hurt  me.  He 
raped  me.” 

“I  didn’t  know  where  to  go,  or  who 
to  turn  to  for  advice,”  Laura  said.  “I 
couldn’t  tell  my  parents.  I  had  lied  to 
them.  I  had  to  hide  the  shame  and 
guilt  I  felt  at  home,  church,  and 
school.” 


For  Laura,  the  pain  surfaced  in 
many  ways.  She  developed  health  pro¬ 
blems,  struggled  with  a  weight  pro¬ 
blem,  suffered  from  insomnia,  and 
when  she  did  sleep,  would  often  have 
nightmares.  She  also  drifted  in  and 
out  of  short-term  relationships,  in¬ 
cluding  a  three-and-a-half-year  mar¬ 
riage  that  ended  in  divorce. 

“Life  really  got  to  be  a  mess,”  she 
remembered.  “My  whole  world  was 
falling  apart.” 

Unfortunately,  Laura’s  story  is  not 
unusual. 

“Some  youth-serving  professionals 
are  now  estimating  that  by  the  time 
girls  move  through  junior  high,  high 
school,  and  collie,  one-fourth  of  them 
will  have  experienced  date  rape  or  a 
severe  attempt  at  a  physical  attack  by 
a  trusted  acquaintance  on  a  date,” 
said  Richard  Ross,  youth  ministry 
consultant  for  the  Sunday  School 
Board’s  Church  Administration 
Department. 

With  this  in  mind,  Ross  decided  to 
add  a  counseling  tape  on  date  rape  to 
the  24-Hour  Counselor  audio  cassette 
series.  Produced  by  the  board’s 
Broadman  Press,  the  24-Hour 
Counselor  series  covers  a  variety  of 
teen  issues.  The  tapes  are  offered  for 
sale  in  individual  units  called  “cap¬ 
sules”  or  in  volumes  that  contain 
several  tap^.  Churches  can  duplicate 
the  tapes  without  charge  as  a  counsel¬ 
ing  resource  for  youth.  Ross  said  he 
encourages  chiurhes  to  display  the 
tapes  so  that  teen-agers  can  pick  them 
up  anonymously. 


Ads  deliver  ^mogsage 
that  Calvary  cares 

By  Tim  Nicholas 


She:  We  met  at  (Calvary  as  children. 

He:  She  had  a  crush  on  me  in  the 
fifth  grade. 

She:  I  did  not. 

He:  Anyway,  a  lot’s  changed  over 
the  years. 

She:  We’ve  been  to  college  and  law 
school,  married  and  had  a  child. 

He;  But  Calvary’s  always  been 
there,  a  solid,  certain  point  in  our 
lives. 

She;  Just  like  the  Savior  that 
Calvary  stands  for. 

He:  And  Calvary  will  be  there  for 
our  children. 

She:  Because  at  Calvary  it’s  people 
that  matter. 

He:  And  because  over  the  years 
Calvary  will  always  care. 

Announcer;  Calvary  Baptist 
Church,  1300  West  (Tapitol  Street,  one 
mile  west  of  downtown  Jackson, 
pastor  James  W.  Street,  People  Mat¬ 
ter  —  Calvary  Cares. 

The  preceding  is  a  radio  spot  pro¬ 
duced  by  Calvary  Baptist  CJiurch  in 
Jackson  in  advance  of  its  90th  an¬ 
niversary  and  to  provide  a  witness  to 
persons  in  Jackson  who  could  find 
I'nere  a  spiritual  home. 

The  church’s  public  relations  com¬ 
mittee,  headed  by  Dot  Brieger, 
developed  a  strategy  for  reaching  out 
into  the  community.  The  committee 
chose  what  it  believed  was  the 
strength  of  the  church  for  the  theme; 
“People  Matter  —  Calvary  C^res.” 

The  committee  spoke  with  the 
deacon  council  and  all  Sunday  School 
departments,  taking  in  ideas  for  goals. 

“Since  we  have  a  predominantly 
older  congregation,  we  wanted  to 
reach  young  adults  with  Baptist  ties 
who  are  currently  not  attending 
church  or  are  unsaved,”  said  Brieger. 
“We  wanted  to  tell  them  what  a  great 


experience  attending  Calvary  is  and 
how  we  all  care  and  love  each  other.” 

The  group  used  young  adults  in  the 
church  as  centerpieces  of  its  advertis¬ 
ing  strategy,  including  in  all  the  loca¬ 
tion  of  the  church. 

All  the  advertising  was  to  be  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  worship  services  broad¬ 
cast  over  WTWZ  radio  and  ACTS 
television. 

The  church  purchased  newspaper 
advertising  in  the  Clarion  Ledger’s 
Friday  entertainment  section 
“because  young  families  are  likely  to 
read  the  movie  ads  and  see  our  ad,” 
said  Brieger.  And  they  used 
neighborhood  papers  where  members 
are  locates. 

Most  of  the  ads  used  quotations 
from  young  adult  members  saying 
what  Calvary  means  to  them,  in¬ 
cluding  comments  from  workers  in 
the  special  education  department. 

Then  the  committee  UxA  proposals 
from  several  Jackson  radio  stations 
then  asked  the  young  adult  Sunday 
School  departments  to  vote  on  which 
radio  station  they  would  most  likely 
hear  an  ad  for  Calvary.  “We  went  with 
the  two  stations  that  got  the  most 
votes,”  said  Brieger. 

The  March  ads  before  Easter  em¬ 
phasized  the  pastor  James  Street,  in¬ 
troducing  him  to  the  radio  audience. 
And  the  April  and  May  ads  feature 
church  members,  each  having  written 
their  own  spots,  emphasizing  “that 
Calvary  is  a  family  and  we  care  about 
each  other,”  said  Brieger. 

What  are  the  hoped  for  results? 
Says  Briber,  “When  we  celebrate  our 
90th  anniversary  June  2-9,  we  hope 
everyone  in  Jackson  will  know  where 
Calvary  Baptist  Church  is  located, 
what  we  stand  for,  and  that  ‘People 
Matter  —  Calvary  C^res.’  ” 


By  Chip  .Alford 

The  tape  on  date  rape  was  releas¬ 
ed  in  January,  along  with  three  other 
new  24-Hour  Counselor  tapes  on  adop¬ 
tion,  shame-bound  experiences  and  an 
audioKlrama  presentation  of  the  plan 
of  salvation  called  “Gospel  Tract.” 
The  date  rape  capsule  is  presented  as 
a  counseling  session  featuring  Wade 
and  Jodi  Rowatt.  Both  are  on  the 
faculty  at  Southern  Seminary  in 
Louisville,  Ky.,  he  as  professor  of 
psychology  of  religion  and  she  as  in¬ 
structor  in  pastoral  care.  Together, 
they  offer  encouragement,  practical 


advice,  help  in  dealing  with  painful 
emotions,  and  Christian  love  and  sup¬ 
port  to  a  victim  of  date  rape,  por¬ 
trayed  on  the  tape  by  a  teen-age  girl. 

“They  carefully  and  gently  guide 
the  victim  toward  talking  with  some¬ 
one  who  can  provide  further  help,” 
Ross  said.  “We  see  this  tape  as  the 
beginning  of  help,  not  the  end.” 

Laura,  now  24,  eventually  sought 
help  and  received  the  counseling  she 
ne^ed.  She  also  found  strength  in  her 
faith  in  (tod. 


She  recently  listened  to  the  24-Hour 
Counselor  tape  on  date  rape,  and  said 
she  would  “highly  recommend”  it  to 
youth  ministers  and  school  guidance 
counselors. 

“If  I  had  access  to  this  tape  at  age 
17, 1  possibly  could  have  made  some 
clearer  decisions  on  dealing  with  a'l 
the  emotions  my  mind  and  heart 
couldn’t  understand.  I  wouldn’t  have 
lived  like  a  victim  for  so  long.  I  would 
have  sought  help  sooner.” 

Alford  writes  for  BSSB. 


Special  kids  have  ‘‘sweet  mama” 


Ruby  Bryant’s  eyes  sparkle  when 
she  talks  of  her  kids  —  Russ,  Betty 
Jean,  Hilda,  Steve,  Elise,  Donnie  —  in 
fact,  all  70  of  them.  Ruby’s  “kids”  are 
the  70  members  on  role  in  the  Special 
Education  Department  at  Calvaiy 
Church,  Jackson.  Some  of  th(^  J(ids 
are  over  40  years  old. 

Begun  almost  30  years  ago  by  Joe 
Tuten,  Roy  Trimm,  and  Dorothy 
Green  Parker,  the  Special  Education 
Sunday  School  program  at  Calvary 
has  been  called  ^  grandaddy  of  such 
programs  in  the  SBC. 

Ruby  joined  its  activities  one  sum¬ 
mer  when  Roy  Manning  recruited  her 
to  accompany  a  camping  trip  in 
Pelahatchie  for  the  handicapped. 
Soon  after  that  first  summer  with  the 
special  kids.  Ruby  was  hooked.  She 
says  it  may  have  happened  the  year 
hurricane  Camille  went  right  over 
their  camp,  and  they  had  to  run  up 
hills  through  mud  and  wind  to  reach 
shelter. 

Each  year.  Ruby  now  plans  her  own 
version  of  the  summer  camp,  held  at 
Roosevelt  State  Park.  For  a  week  star¬ 
ting  each  Memorial  Day,  about  90 
special  kids  “from  all  over”  converge 
on  the  park  to  take  walks,  have  beau¬ 
ty  pageants,  participate  in 
“womanlecs  weddings,”  and  general¬ 
ly  have  lUii. 

“Nothing  breaks  my  heart  more 
than  to  see  a  big,  35  or  40-year-old  man 
with  a  tiny  little  craft  work  in  his 
hands.  That’s  not  what  it’s  all  about,” 
she  says  of  starting  the  camp.  “I  was 
determined  to  treat  these  campers 
like  adults,  to  let  them  do  what  they 
are  capable  of  doing.  So,  I  just  decid¬ 
ed  to  start  one  for  Calvary.” 

One  of  the  most  popular  visitors  to 
the  camp  is  former  Mrs.  World 
Pamela  Nail.  Her  pictures  are  hung 
proudly  on  the  bulletin  board  of 
Calvary’s  Special  Education 
Department. 

Another  prized  possession  is  the 


By  Shannon  T.  Simpson 

focal  point  of  the  department’s  main 
room  —  a  case  filled  with  butterflies 
and  moths  gathered  at  Wall  Doxey 
State  Park.  The  collection  was 
presented  to  special  campers  in  1979 
by  Wall  Doxey  park  rangers  with 
teary  eyes.  The  rangers  had  grown  to 
love  the  Special  kids  who  came  to  the 
park  and  changed  their  lives  with  gen¬ 
uine  affection  and  sweet  spirits,  Itoby 
says. 

“That’s  how  these  kids  are.  I’ve  seen 
them  do  it  many  times.  They  change 
you.  They  have  no  ulterior  motives.  If 
th^  say  you  are  pretty,  then  they 
mean  you  are  pretty.  They  are  so 
honest.” 

One  way  Ruby  has  tried  to  make  life 
better  for  the  mentally  handicapped 
is  through  her  work  witti  The  Mustard 
Seed,  a  group  home  in  Rankin  County. 

Begun  about  eight  years  ago,  the 
Ivune  operates  a  workshop  where  par¬ 
ticipants  can  produce  ceramic  gr^n- 
warorfiii^CkMlS^Hospital,  package 
welding  rods,  or  (>ackage  cookies  for 
the  Peber  Nodder  Company.  On  site 
are  three  houses  —  one  for  female 
residents,  and  one  for  male  residents, 
and  one  for  offices.  A  one-acre  ^rden 
is  planned  for  the  summer,  and  other 
additions  are  in  the  works.  The 
Mustard  Seed  also  has  a  handbell 
choir,  the  Bells  of  Faith,  which  per¬ 
forms  throughout  the  state.  Bryant  is 
adamant  that  the  home  does  not 
receive  federal  funding;  it  operates 
completely  from  private  donations. 

“If  we  toA  money  from  the  govern¬ 
ment,  we  would  have  to  do  what  they 
say.  But  we  want  to  be  able  to  have 
devotionals  and  Bible  studies.” 

She  explains  that,  like  everyone  in 
God’s  kingdom,  the  mentally  han¬ 
dicapped  (“I  hate  the  word  retard¬ 
ed!”)  have  a  purpose.  ‘They  are  here 
for  a  reason.  They  humble  you.” 

“These  kids  may  not  know  who  the 
Pharisees  and  Sadducees  were,  but 
they  know  (^od,”  she  says,  almost 


Ruby  Bryant  points  out  photos  of  some 


of  Calvary’s  special  kids. 


reverently.  “It  would  blow  your  heart 
to  hear  them  pray.” 

Now  in  her  70s,  Ruby  Bryant  shows 
no  sign  of  slowing  the  pace  of  her 
work  in  the  near  future.  Her  whole 
family  has  been  involved  in  the 
ministry.  Grown  daughters  Becky,  Jo, 
Suzie,  and  Tommi  have  helped  at  the 
summer  camps  and  Sunday  School 
for  years.  Even  Mr.  Tom  Bryant  has 
been  seen  lending  a  hand  at  The 
Mustard  Seed. 

For  the  lady  known  as  “Sweet 
Mama”  to  innumerable  children  and 
adults  over  the  years,  there  is  one 
main  reason  for  her  ministry:  “God 
is  so  good  to  me.  These  kids  make  me 
thankful  for  all  my  blessings.” 
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Workers  at  the  Mustard  Seed’s  workshop  produce  greenware  for  Charter  Hospital. 


Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


